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Alejandrino, Emily:  Staff Environmental Scientist, Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management, 
Climate Adaptation Unit.  Emily works primarily on the California Water Plan Update 2013 (CWP).  
Her passion is working with Tribes ensuring that their perspectives on land, water and culture are 
included in the CWP and other materials.  She also collaborates with Department staff on various 
Resource Management Strategies and ecosystem planning.  She has over 10 years of experience with 
State service working on water issues.  Emily received a Bachelor of Arts from California State 
University, Sacramento in Environmental Studies with a focus on Biology and Music. 

Bardini, Gary: DWR Deputy Director for Integrated Water Management.  His duties include implementing 
Integrated Regional Water Management, coordinating DWR's efforts related to climate change, 
updating and implementing the California Water Plan, promoting and facilitating the efficient use of 
water, overseeing DWR's flood management and dam safety programs, and implementing the 
FloodSAFE California initiative.  Prior to assuming his current role, Mr. Bardini served as Chief of 
DWR's Division of Flood Management where he led FloodSAFE California and development of the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Plan. He has also served as Chief of the Hydrology and Flood 
Operations Office. Prior to that role he was with the CALFED Bay-Delta Program (CALFED and 
served as Chief of the Water Management Branch and managed the planning activities associated with 
the water supply reliability element of the CALFED Program.  Earlier in his career Mr. Bardini joined 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to provide water resource modeling support to State 
Water Project and Central Valley Project operations and before then, worked on a variety of design and 
construction projects for the California Department of Boating and Waterways and the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.  

Beehler, Jeff:  Environmental Program Manager at the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority in Riverside, 
California. Jeff implements regional projects and develops planning strategies on behalf of this regional 
water agency. His primary focus has been directed toward developing multi-agency projects, including 
the development of agreements and financing plans. Most recently, Jeff administered multi-agency and 
stakeholder task force efforts to address changes in water quality and endangered species regulation, 
mediated several agreements with diverse interest groups for the development of infrastructure projects, 
and implemented a $20 M watershed-wide invasive species and habitat restoration program which 
included the development of a financial plan for long-term maintenance, developed a marketing plan for 
a regional brine disposal system, and initiated a regional GIS imagery purchase program. An “escaped 
academic”, Jeff has worked in university research, government and in the private sector.  

Beutler, Lisa:  Executive Facilitator for MWH Americas. She specializes in helping organizations and 
communities make decisions and plan for the future. She has served as Executive Facilitator on 
numerous complex, high-profile, collaborative projects including the California Water Plan Updates 
2005, 2009 and now 2013. Her professional background, covering more than 35 years, includes 
organizational development, law enforcement, resources, and experience in local and state government. 
Formerly the Associate Director of the California State University, Sacramento, Center for 
Collaborative Policy (CCP), she began her career as a State Park Ranger then became a manager at the 
State Lands Commission. She was then assigned to assist the Department of Corrections and Youthful 
Offender Parole Board, supporting numerous key projects. Lisa has also held posts in special offices of 
one California lieutenant governor and two California governors, and as an Undersecretary of the Youth 
and Adult Correctional agency.  

Biggs, Josh:  Collaboration Specialist in the Sacramento office for the MWH Americas Water Resources 
Group.  He has been working as a member of the Water Plan facilitation team since May 2011, and 
frequently supports the meetings of the Flood Caucus, Water Technology Caucus, and the Land Use 
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Caucus. Josh’s other work includes; working on the communications and outreach  team for the 2012 
California Central Valley Flood Protection Plan, support for the FloodSAFE Communications Office, 
editor of the FloodSAFE Focus Newsletter, and the American River Basin IRWMP. Previously, Josh 
worked as a GIS Assistant for the Geographic Information Center at the CSU Chico Research 
Foundation, and as a lead sawyer on a trail crew for the California Conservation Corps. Josh graduated 
with a B.A. in Geography from California State University Chico.   

Bolland, Dave: Senior Regulatory Advocate for the Association of California Water Agencies.  He specializes 
in regulatory compliance issues associated with natural resources and water management. He has 
expertise in water quality requirements of the federal Clean Water Act, California Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act, as well as the federal and state endangered species acts, and watershed 
management principles and practices. In addition, Mr. Bolland specializes in policy issues associated 
with water resources planning and management, including water conservation and use efficiency and 
water recycling. Prior to joining ACWA, Bolland was a senior project manager for an environmental 
consulting firm. His local government experience also includes periods of service as a land use planner 
with a southern California municipality and a northern California county. 

Brandt, Alf:  California State Assembly expert on water resource law and policy, as well as Executive Director 
of the National Judicial College’s Dividing the Waters Program. Drawing on his long history of 
experience in California water controversies, Brandt has developed and analyzed California water 
legislation, including playing critical roles in the development of the 2009 Delta/Water Legislation and 
the 2007 flood protection package. In his off-hours, he leads a program to train state and federal judges 
on water law adjudication. Before serving the Assembly, Brandt served as a water lawyer at the 
Department of the Interior and as a member of the Board of Directors at Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. He earned his J.D. from University of California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall School of 
Law), and his B.A. magna cum laude from UCLA.  

Branham, Jim: Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s first Executive Office. Prior to assuming his current position, he 
served as Undersecretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency.. There he assisted the 
Secretary in shaping and implementing Governor Schwarzenegger’s environmental policy, coordinating 
activities of six boards and departments in the agency. He began his career as an aide to State Senator 
Jim Nielsen then served in a number of positions under Governor Pete Wilson: including Chief Deputy 
Director and Deputy Director at the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. He also 
served as Undersecretary and Deputy Secretary of the California Resources Agency assisting the 
Secretary in natural resources policy development and implementation, coordinating with more than a 
dozen departments, boards and commissions and served as the agency representative on the California 
Coastal Commission. Early in his career, Jim worked in the private sector, assisting with the 
implementation of Pacific Lumber Habitat Conservation and Sustained Yield Plans. 

Brewster, Bill: Engineering Geologist with the California Department of Water Resources, and works in the 
Geology and Groundwater Investigations Section at the North Central Region Office in West 
Sacramento.  In his 13 years with DWR, Bill has worked on a variety of groundwater programs, 
including:  Integrated Storage Investigations; Bulletin 118; Integrated Regional Water Management 
(Props 13, 50, 84, 1E); Local Groundwater Assistance (AB303); Drought Water Bank and Water 
Transfers; and California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring.  His experience includes the 
design and construction of wells, design of groundwater monitoring networks, groundwater data 
collection, data management and reporting.  Bill is also involved in assisting the public with issues 
related to groundwater data, monitoring and management.  With over years of experience using 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Computer Aided Design (CAD) software, he is skilled in 
the use of map-based groundwater data management, processing and dissemination. Prior to his work 
with DWR, Bill worked for 9 years as a geologist for a well drilling firm based in the Sacramento 
Valley region.  There he gained an understanding and appreciation for the varied aspects of well site 
investigation, well design and construction. Bill received his B.S. degree in Geology from the 
University of California at Davis in 1990, and is a California licensed Professional Geologist. 
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Carr, Kim: Worked on environmental and sustainability issues for over 20 years and in the Sierra Nevada for 
the last 12 years.  Kim has been with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy for the last 5 years and currently 
serves as the Sustainable Initiatives Coordinator.  In this capacity, she is coordinating the Sierra Nevada 
Forest and Communities Initiative which provides support to forest management collaboratives locally 
and regionally to reduce wildfire risk, restore and protect watershed health, establish local uses for the 
forest woody biomass and create local jobs.   Kim also leads the Conservancy’s Ecosystem Services 
program area.  The primary focus is developing investment strategies in Sierra watersheds to diversify 
and increase restoration funding.  Prior to this post her career has included service as Adjunct Faculty at 
Lake Tahoe Community College where she Developed and taught courses on the environment, science, 
civics and policy and the California Tahoe Conservancy.  Earlier in her career she was at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency where she assisted in developing the "Jobs Through Recycling" 
Program to divert waste from municipal landfills and create jobs by reusing the materials. 

Chan, Grace: Over 25 years of experience in water resource planning.  Currently, she is the manager of 
Resource Planning and Development Section with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD).  Her section is responsible for developing and updating Metropolitan’s Integrated 
Resource Plan (IRP), which sets the foundation for the resource mix of imported and local supplies to 
meet the projected needs of Metropolitan’s six-county service area.  In addition, she oversees the 
development of strategies for implementing the IRP, including the areas water transfers and exchanges, 
and groundwater conjunctive use.  Ms. Chan is also responsible for preparation of state required 
planning documents such as the Urban Water Management Plan, which is required every five years, and 
the annual report to legislature on Metropolitan’s achievements in water conservation, recycling, and 
groundwater recharge.  She also represents Metropolitan on state-wide and national planning activities 
such as the advisory committee of the California Water Plan Updates and the USGS Water Census 
Initiative.  Prior to joining Metropolitan, Ms. Chan worked at an engineering consulting firm performing 
water and wastewater planning studies, supporting watermasters’ activities on local water rights issues, 
and preparing water resource sections for various environmental documentations.   

Chorneau, Charlotte:  Mediator and Facilitator with the Center for Collaborative Policy, Sacramento State 
University. Ms. Chorneau's public policy mediation practice spans a wide range of projects and subject 
matters. Specializing in process design, especially for large scale outreach projects, Ms. Chorneau has 
supported such efforts as the California Complete Count, Census 2010 Outreach Project on behalf of the 
Governor's Office of Planning and Research. Her project work includes the California Department of 
Water Resources' California Water Plan, the Urban Water Use Efficiency Program, the Governor's 
Water Use Efficiency 20x2020 Plan, FloodSAFE, and the Central Valley Flood Management Program.  
Through her communications and outreach background, she advises clients on approaches to best reach 
and collaborate with diverse audiences across California.  

Clary, Jennifer: Water policy and legislative analyst for Clean Water Action since 2003. She directs the 
Central Valley Program and serves on key state stakeholder committees, advising state agencies on 
actions to improve groundwater quality and allocate state funding for water infrastructure. Prior to 
joining Clean Water Action, Jennifer worked in the private sector, including a stint as a San Francisco 
tour guide, and advocated on environmental issues in San Francisco. She holds a bachelor's degree in 
Chemistry from U.C. Berkeley 

Cohen, Yoram: As one of the world's top water technology experts, Luskin Scholar, Yoram Cohen has made 
revolutionary advances that could help solve growing global water shortages.  Cohen, a professor of 
chemical and biomolecular engineering at UCLA's Henry Samueli School of Engineering and Applied 
Science, has developed transportable and computer-controlled "smart water systems" in collaboration 
with his colleague Panagiotis Christofides and their students. Their Mini-Mobile-Modular (M3) system, 
a desk-sized reverse osmosis (RO) desalination unit, has drawn international attention after it 
successfully desalted agricultural drainage water in field tests. The system is capable of producing 
enough drinking water for up to 12,000 people a day.  Cohen, who holds a Ph.D. from the University of 
Delaware, has published over 170 papers and book chapters in such areas as water technology, 
separations processes, transport phenomena and polymer science. He has trained scientists at the U.S. 
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Environmental Protection Agency and shared his knowledge as a visiting professor at universities in 
Israel, Spain and Australia. 

Cooley, Heather: Co-Director of the Pacific Institute's Water Program. Ms. Cooley's research addresses the 
connections between water and energy, sustainable water use and management, and the hydrologic 
impacts of climate change. She is a recipient of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Award for 
Outstanding Achievement and serves on the Board of Directors of the California Urban Water 
Conservation Council. Ms. Cooley holds a B.S. in Molecular Environmental Biology from University of 
California, Berkeley and an M.S. in Energy and Resources from UC Berkeley. Prior to coming to the 
Pacific Institute, Ms. Cooley worked at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory studying climate and land use 
change, and carbon cycling. 

Cowin, Mark: Director of the California Department of Water Resources. Mr. Cowin has extensive experience 
with California water resources management and has worked over 30 years at DWR.  Mr. Cowin heads 
a Department that protects, conserves and manages the state's water supply, including operation of the 
California State Water Project. The SWP is the largest state-run, multi-purpose water and power system 
in the United States. It provides a supplemental water source for more than 25 million Californians and 
about 750,000 acres of irrigated farmland and directly sustains over $400 billion of the state's economy.  
Prior to his appointment as Director, Mr. Cowin served as Deputy Director of Integrated Water 
Management for DWR. His primary responsibilities included overseeing DWR's flood management and 
dam safety programs, implementing Integrated Regional Water Management, coordinating DWR's 
efforts related to climate change, and updating and implementing the California Water Plan.  In previous 
assignments, Mr. Cowin served for five years as Chief of DWR's Division of Planning and Local 
Assistance and was responsible for the state's strategic planning for water management and for 
providing technical and financial assistance for water management to local agencies and communities. 
Mr. Cowin also served as an Assistant Director for the CALFED Bay-Delta Program. 

Davis, Grant:  General Manager of the Sonoma County Water Agency where he is responsible for management 
activities related to the Water Agency’s core functions of water delivery, wastewater management, flood 
protection, and environmental sustainability. An emerging focus of the Water Agency’s operations is 
the development of a secure, clean and renewable energy portfolio. Prior to joining the Agency, Mr. 
Davis was Executive Director of The Bay Institute, and worked for Congresswoman Lynn 
Woolsey, State Senator Milton Marks of San Francisco and Assemblywoman Lucy Killea of San Diego. 
Davis also operated a successful small business, specializing in strategic planning, public relations and 
campaign management. Mr. Davis currently serves on the Board of the California Utility Executive 
Management Foundation and is Vice Chair of the Association of California Water Agencies 
Energy Committee.  

Davis, Martha:  Senior Policy Advisor for the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC).  The DSC was created to 
achieve the state mandated coequal goals for the Delta. "'Coequal goals' means the two goals of 
providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta 
ecosystem.  Prior to this post she was the Executive Manager for Policy Development, Inland Empire 
Utilities Agency where she oversaw the Agency's legislative and policy development programs, 
including special initiatives addressing renewable energy, water supply development, and water quality 
protection. Previously, Ms. Davis served as the Executive Director for Californians and the Land and 
the Mono Lake Committee. Ms. Davis was also chair of the Energy Committee for the Association of 
California Water Agencies and served as a Board Member for ACWA. Ms. Davis is President of the 
Board for Earth Island Institute serves on the boards of the California Water Energy Coalition, the 
Mono Lake Committee, and the WateReuse Association’s California section. 

DeCillis, M. Daniel:  Senior Research Associate & Director of Web Operations at the California Council on 
Science and Technology, where he has worked since 2001. He has been principal project writer on 
studies including the Overview of California State-Funded R&D, 2004-2007 (2008), Critical Path 
Analysis of California's Science and Mathematics Teacher Preparation System (2007), An Industry 
Perspective of the Professional Science Master's Degree in California (2005), Opportunities for 
Collaboration in High-tech Research and Teacher Professional Development (2004), the Critical Path 
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Analysis of California's Science and Technology Education System (2002), and The Preparation of 
Elementary School Teachers to Teach Science in California (2010); he has also contributed substantially 
to CCST projects on nanotechnology, energy, and intellectual property. In addition he designed and 
edited the Workforce Investment Board Online Toolkit (2008), a major component of CCST's 
contributions to the California Innovation Corridor project. In 2011, he edited and reviewed Imagining 
the Future: Digitally Enhanced Education in California and components of California's Energy Future. 
In 2012, he completed the California Climate Change Research Database website. 

Edgar, Bill: Chair of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB), and is co-owner of Edgar and 
Associates, an accounting services firm. Prior to his recent appointment by Gov. Brown to the CVFPB, 
Edgar served as the Sutter-Butte Flood Control Agency contract executive director for four years, and 
two stints as city manager for the City of Sacramento [an interim term in 2011, assistant city manager 
from 1977-1992, and city manager from 1993-1999]. During this time he served concurrently as the first 
executive director of the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency from 1988 until 1992. Edgar also 
previously served as a member of the California Reclamation Board from 2001 to 2005.  

Essex, Cheryl: Landscape architect with the State Parks Planning Division. Much of her career focuses on the 
rich interface between Californians and the natural environment, specifically the State's treasured 
waterways. Now a dam geek, she grew up fishing and boating on Midwestern lakes and rivers. Cheryl 
studied environmental science and literature at UC Davis. Her projects at California State Parks have 
received substantial recognition, most recently an Award of Excellence from the National Association 
of Recreation Resource Planners for the Recreation Proposal for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and 
Suisun Marsh. Cheryl can be contacted at cessex@parks.ca.gov.  

Fair Welty, Crystal: Has over seven years of experience working at the Center for Collaborative Policy (CCP).  
In this position she has supported many collaborative processes by providing meeting planning and 
logistics, note-taking, group facilitation, document support and project research services.  She is 
completing a Master’s program in Public Policy and Administration at Sacramento State; and holds a 
Certificate in Collaborative Governance.  Her thesis, commissioned by Yolo County, looks at Public 
Participation through an adaptive management framework.  When complete, it will provide the County 
with a comprehensive guide to public participation.   

Fidell, Megan: Has been working at DWR since the early 2000’s, first in the Watershed Grant Program, then 
for the Water Plan.  She worked for the Water Conservation Office of the Bureau of Reclamation in the 
mid-1990s, which lead to getting a masters in Agricultural Engineering from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  
After Cal Poly, she studied law and Environmental Policy at UC Davis, with an emphasis on 
collaborative policy making.   

Floyd, Mike, P.E., is Chief of the Regional Partnerships Section of the Division of Integrated Regional Water 
Management.  Mike is a Registered Profession Engineer with over 32 years experience.  His experience 
includes groundwater and surface water hydrology, integrated regional water management, water rights, 
water quality assessment and protection, climate change impact analysis, flood control and flood 
emergency response, levee construction and rehabilitation, drought response, well standards, 
groundwater modeling, water resource monitoring, and data management.  

Fong, Vance, P.E., is the Manager of the Environmental Indicator program leading Pacific Southwest Regional 
Office (Region 9) in San Francisco, California efforts to develop environmental indicators across media 
programs; working with the U.S. EPA Headquarters to develop the Report on the Environment; and 
providing support to states and tribes to develop their own indicators.  Prior to this, he was the Chief of 
Quality Assurance Office managing the Regional Quality Assurance Program and environmental data 
collection activities.  He also worked in Hawaii Department of Health and provided programmatic 
advice and technical assistance in the development and implementation of the Hawaii Hazard evaluation 
and Emergency Response Rules.  He joined the Pacific Southwest Regional Office in 1987 where he 
was a Superfund Project Manager, responsible for leading and overseeing environmental remediation 
efforts at Federal Facilities on the National Priority List. Vance received a Silver Medal Honor Award 
for Superior Service from Administrator William Reilly, an Honor Award for Excellence in Data 
Quality Management from Administrator Carol Browner, an Honor Award from Ambassador Michael 

mailto:cessex@parks.ca.gov�
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Marine for his contribution as a Science Fellow at the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi, and recognition from 
Governor Waihee for successfully planning and executing the Hawaii First National Environmental 
Technology Conference. Vance has been designated by the EPA Science Policy Council to be a member 
of EPA Group on Earth Observation (GEO) representing EPA Region 9.  Vance has been the Principal 
Investigator (PI) for the Advanced Monitoring Initiative project -- Satellite and Surface Monitoring of 
Ozone Concentrations in Support of U.S.-Mexico Border 2012 Program and Co-PI on the U.S. EPA 
Region 9's California Sustainability Indicators Suite. 

Fulton, Julian: Ph.D. student in the Energy and Resources Group at University of California at Berkeley and an 
intern with the Pacific Institute Water Program. His interests lie in the relationships between water use 
and economic development, focusing on modeling and governance. Mr. Fulton's previous research 
includes water use in the transportation sector, conservation strategies among California utilities, and 
European flood management policy. He recently completed a Fulbright Fellowship in the Netherlands 
and holds an M.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering and a B.A. in International Development 
Studies from UC Berkeley. 

Groves, David: Senior policy researcher at the RAND Corporation and a professor at the Pardee RAND 
Graduate School. He specializes in improving the long-term planning and decision-making of natural 
resource planning agencies through the application of exploratory modeling and robust decision-making 
methods. He has worked with water agencies throughout the United States, including the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, California Department of Water Resources, and the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, helping them to address climate change in their long-term plans. He leads a RAND 
team that developed the planning framework and decision support tool for the Louisiana Coastal 
Protection Restoration Authority's recent 50-year, $50 billion, Comprehensive Master Plan for a 
Sustainable Coast. In 2007, he received RAND's Silver Medal Award for his work with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineering, helping to improve the treatment of risk and uncertainty in their long-term 
planning studies. In 2009, he received RAND's Gold Medal Award for his work on water resources 
planning. In 2012, he received RAND's President's Choice Award for his work helping develop 
Louisiana's Comprehensive Master Plan. Groves received his Ph.D. in policy analysis from the Pardee 
RAND Graduate School. 

Guivetchi, Kamyar P.E., was appointed Manager of the Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management 
in August 2008 with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR); and before that managed 
DWR’s Strategic Water Planning since November 2000. During his 34 years with DWR, Kamyar has 
worked on over 30 projects with the North-Central Region Office, Division of Planning, Bay-Delta 
Office, and the Division of Environmental Services as Manager of the Suisun Marsh Program. Kamyar 
managed DWR staff work and coordinated the participation of numerous government agencies, Native 
American Tribes, stakeholders, and public to prepare the California Water Plan Updates 2005 & 2009 
using a collaborative and consensus-seeking approach. He now chairs the 28-member State Agency 
Steering Committee for Water Plan Update 2013. 

Harmon, Tom: Professor, School of Engineering, at the University of California, Merced (UCM) and head of 
the Harmon Research Group - Students in this group are working on graduate degrees (MS, PhD) in 
Environmental Systems. This graduate program resides in administratively in the School of Engineering 
at UC Merced, but includes faculty from engineering, natural sciences, and social sciences. ES students 
and faculty are also affiliated with the Sierra Nevada Research Institute, an interdisciplinary organized 
research unit at UC Merced.  Harmon was a founding faculty member of the University of California, 
Merced. His research interests include contaminant transport in aquatic systems, soil and groundwater 
remediation, and the development and use of environmental sensors. In addition, Dr. Harmon works on 
a variety of projects pertaining to soil moisture, groundwater, and surface water quality. Tom directs the 
contaminant observation and management application area for the NSF Center for Embedded 
Networked Sensing, and is co-chair of sensor networks subcommittee within the national WATERS 
Network proposal development effort. Prior to his current position, he was a faculty member in the 
department of civil and environmental engineering at UCLA. 
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Haven, Liz: Has been involved with water quality and supply issues in California over the last twenty years. 
She is currently a Deputy Director at the State Water Resources Control Board. Her work at the Water 
Board’s Division of Financial Assistance includes strategic planning and implementation of the Water 
Board's financial assistance programs, that include loan and grant funding for construction of municipal 
sewage and water recycling facilities, remediation for underground storage tank releases, watershed 
protection projects, and nonpoint source pollution control and reduction projects involving storm water 
pollution impacts to rivers, creeks, streams and beaches. Previously she worked on the 2009 Update to 
the California Water Plan. She has been a registered geologist and certified engineering geologist in the 
State of California for the last 25 years. 

Hayden, Ann: Senior Program Manager, Working Lands, EDF.  Ann joined the Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF) in 2002 to help lead EDF’s efforts to improve urban and agricultural water supply reliability and 
restore the San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary. Previously, Ann was a key participant on the Steering 
Committee for the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan, which is seeking to improve urban and agricultural 
water supply reliability and restore the San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary.  She currently leads EDF's 
efforts in California to restore riparian, wetland and riverine habitat to benefit the environment and 
agriculture.  Ann builds broad coalitions of state and federal agencies, non-profit partners, landowners, 
and the private sector to support the development and implementation of environmental markets that 
help increase the extent of healthy freshwater systems throughout California and improve delivery of the 
"environmental services" these habitats provide. 

Hill, Barry: Hydrologist with the USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Region.  The Pacific Southwest 
Region, also called Region 5, is responsible for the 18 national forests — 20 million acres — in 
California, plus assisting state and private forest landowners in California, Hawaii and U.S-affiliated 
Pacific Islands. Hill works out of the region’s headquarters in Vallejo.  He was instrumental in 
development of the Water Plan Forest Management Resource Management Strategy and has pioneered 
the concept of meadow restoration in the Sierra Nevada as a significant component of conservation. 
Fires, climate change and other activities have eroded the alpine meadows, lowering their capacity to 
hold water. Improving the ability of the meadows to sequester water prevents early runoff in winter and 
spring. Hill is also interested in the benefits of the trees in the forest intercepting precipitation and 
absorbing carbon and encourages visiting the meadows and forests and using them as outdoor 
classrooms in education. 

Hodge, Don: Coordinator of the Agriculture Program and a Project Officer and Contracting Officer's 
Representative managing external funding vehicles in U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Region 
9 office in San Francisco, California. In this role he is focused on public participation process 
management; policy analysis and promotion of sustainable agriculture, especially standards and 
certification programs; grant and contract management. His EPA experience includes grant 
administration for a county-level Ecological Footprint analysis project as Region 9's Smart Growth 
coordinator. He has also served as volunteer chair of a sustainability indicators workgroup for a county 
General Plan update and chaired an advisory commission to Town government on quality of life. He 
holds degrees in economics from U.C. Davis and in information systems from Boston University. 

Hull, Roy: Engineering Geologist with the Groundwater and Geologic Investigations section in the Northern 
Region office of the California Department of Water Resources. Roy started his career at DWR in 2011. 
His recent work includes assisting with integrated water resource management development and 
planning, providing technical assistance to local groundwater management entities, and working on 
statewide groundwater resource planning. He is also a member of the Technical Advisory Committee 
for Glenn County. Roy is currently working on the statewide analysis of Groundwater Management 
Plans for the California Water Plan Update 2013. Formerly a Bay Area resident and employed in the 
high tech industry, Roy has resided in the Sacramento Valley since 2004.  Roy attended California State 
University, Chico and has a Bachelor of Science degree in Geology and is currently pursuing a Master 
of Science degree in Geology.   

Humiston, Glenda:  California State Director for USDA Rural Development. Her experience includes Peace 
Corps in Tunisia, work on farmland preservation, economic development and agricultural policy. 
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Humiston served 1998 – 2001 as Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment at 
USDA. She managed the Sustainable Development Institute at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable 
Development in South Africa and the World Water Forum in Mexico City in 2006. Humiston completed 
her Ph.D. at U.C. Berkeley on U.S. agricultural policy; a Master’s degree in International Agricultural 
Development from U.C. Davis and her Bachelor’s degree in Animal Science from Colorado State 
University.  

Ingram, Campbell: First director of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy. The California 
Legislature created the Conservancy in 2010 to manage habitat restoration and economic development 
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The area is the West Coast’s largest estuary and serves over 25 
million people. Mr. Ingram comes to the agency after working five years for the Nature Conservancy as 
an associate director of its California Water Program. His focus areas included participation in the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan, exploration of wetland carbon sequestration opportunities, and South 
Sacramento County groundwater management planning. Prior to that Mr. Ingram worked for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service implementing several Central Valley Project Improvement Act restoration 
programs and the CALFED Environmental Water Program. He also spent time with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation working directly for the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program.  

Johnston-Dodds, Kimberly: Tribal Liaison and Policy Advisor for the Department of Water Resources.  Ms. 
Johnston-Dodds has been a Native American Liaison at the California Department of Transportation, 
and Senior Policy Analyst at the California Research Bureau (CRB), a non-partisan policy research 
branch of the California State Library.  She holds masters degrees in public affairs from the School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs, Indiana University, and in public history from CSU Sacramento.  

Juricich, Rich:  DWR Supervising Water Resources Engineer and part of the California Water Plan Update 
team.  He is project manager for efforts to improve the analytical approach for Water Plan Update 2009 
and has worked at DWR for over 12 years, which has included assignments working on the initial 
CALSIM development and working with local agencies to develop conjunctive management programs.  
Rich has a Master of Science Degree from the University of California, Davis in Hydrologic Sciences, 
and he has a Bachelor of Science Degree from Humboldt State University in Environmental Resources 
Engineering. He is registered as a Professional Civil Engineer in State of California. 

Khan, Abdul Ph.D, P.E.: Dr. Abdul Khan is a Supervising Engineer with the Statewide Integrated 
Water Management Division of the California Department of Water Resources. He has more 
than 20 years of experience in developing water management plans, conducting water supply 
planning studies, and evaluating flood control projects. He has a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering 
with specialization in water resources engineering from the University of Kentucky, Lexington. 
He is a registered professional engineer in California. Abdul leads the Groundwater Content 
Enhancement initiative for the California Water Plan Update 2013, designed to expand 
groundwater content in the Water Plan to better inform groundwater management actions and 
policies in the state through improved data and analysis. He also leads the development of the 
California Water Sustainability Indicators Framework for the Water Plan Update 2013, 
designed to help monitor progress towards water sustainability through the development and 
application of an analytical framework and evaluation of a set of relevant indicators. He serves 
as a Working Committee member and Task Advisor to develop the Strategic Plan for the future 
of Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM). Abdul co-led the documentation of 
"Climate Change Characterization and Analysis in California Water Resources Planning 
Studies" in a report that is serving as the foundation for an effort to coordinate, standardize, and 
improve the quality of DWR’s climate change analysis. He also serves as an advisor to guide 
NASA-Ames team to conduct improved analysis for groundwater storage change estimates 
based on GRACE satellite data. 

Kingsbury, John: Has been in the water business for the past 24 years. In March, 2011, he was hired as the 
Executive Director, Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA).  The Association 
advocates for the water interests of its members in all or a portion of 15 or the 58 counties from the 
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southern tip of Lassen County down to Fresno.  Prior to MCWRA, John worked for 10 1/2 years at the 
Placer County Water Agency in Auburn as the Director of Customer Services and responsible for 
planning, organizing and directing the 29 member Water System’s Customer Services Department. He 
also worked with statewide and regional organizations that monitor and influence regulatory and 
legislative matters of critical interest to the water purveyors and participated on various regional and 
statewide committees. Prior to working at Placer County Water Agency, John worked for 12 1/2 years at 
the El Dorado Irrigation District as the Customer Services Manager responsible for planning, organizing 
and directing the Water System’s Customer Services Department. John lives in Placerville, and has been 
an El Dorado County resident since 1979. 

Kirk, John: Has more than 30 years experience as an engineering geologist and groundwater geologist 
including work for the California Department of Water Resources and in private consulting practice.  
Mr. Kirk’s Professional experience includes extensive experience in the fields of engineering geology, 
hydrogeology, and environmental contamination.  He has instructed professional groups in engineering 
geophysics and statistics for groundwater studies.  His experience has included conjunctive management 
of surface and groundwater, in-lieu groundwater recharge studies, groundwater basin safe-yield 
analyses, groundwater computer modeling, modeling scenarios, regional subsidence studies, earthquake 
ground motion studies for ground acceleration, liquefaction and seismic settlement.  He has provided 
technical guidance for emergency response to natural hazards events and chemical spills.  His work has 
included developing water supply alternatives for areas of shallow, saline water, locating water supplies 
and designing wells in multiple aquifers containing fresh water, brackish zones, high arsenic and high 
uranium bearing zones.  He has performed in-depth statistical analyses for analysis waste management 
and groundwater contaminant migration.  Mr. Kirk is a California Professional Geologist (PG 3333), 
Certified Engineering Geologist (CEG 964), and Certified Hydrogeologist (CHG 635). 

Kofoid, Jennifer: Has been with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) since 1997.  Jennifer spent four 
years with Operations and Maintenance, Earthquake Engineering and Civil Maintenance sections.  She 
has been with the Division of Statewide Integrated Management, Water Resource Evaluation section for 
11 years, working on Update 2005, 2009 and 2012, leading or assisting with many aspects.  Her 
professional activities have included involvement with the ASCE, Tau Beta Pi and PECG.    Jennifer is 
a California State University Sacramento graduate and a registered Professional Engineer. 

Kretsinger, Vicki: President and a Principal Hydrologist with Luhdorff & Scalmanini, Consulting Engineers 
(LSCE). She has more than 28 years experience in groundwater quality monitoring and groundwater 
management, including design of monitoring networks and programs, soil and groundwater remediation, 
application of environmental regulations, water quality monitoring and protection programs, and 
groundwater resource assessments. On behalf of Groundwater Resources Association of California 
(GRA), she is a co-chair of the California Water Plan Update 2013 Groundwater Caucus. She is the 
Founding President of the GRA. She planned and organized GRA’s new Contemporary Groundwater 
Issues Council, which had as a key focus this year the Water Plan Update.  The Council consists of 
nearly three dozen local, state, national, and international executives and leaders who are providing their 
input to address California’s groundwater challenges. 

Kuhlman, Cat: Deputy Secretary for Oceans and Coastal Matters at Resources Agency, California and 
Executive Director of the, Ocean Protection Council (OPC).  The mission of the OPC is to ensure 
that California maintains healthy, resilient, and productive ocean and coastal ecosystems for the benefit 
of current and future generations. Prior to assuming this role she was the Executive Director for the 
North Coast Water Quality Control Board. (The North Coast Region covers the watersheds draining to 
the Pacific Ocean from the Estero Americano to the Oregon border.) The Board is responsible for 
protecting and restoring water quality and works in partnership with the State Board that controls water 
quantity.  Before coming to the Board, Cat worked for the US EPA managing diverse environmental 
problems along the US Mexico border as well as a wide variety of federal water quality programs 
including the Safe Drinking Water and Clean Water Acts. A water enthusiast, Cat has written papers on 
international environmental issues, and water quality standards.  

Kuss, Amber: NASA Ames Research Center (invited) 



Plenary Presenter Information 
 

10 

Laspa, Jude: Retired as Deputy Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice President and Director of Bechtel 
Group, Inc. (BGI) at the end of 2009. As Executive Vice President, Mr. Laspa served as sponsor of 
Greater China and the Bechtel Fellows Technical Excellence Program, Chairman of the BGI Group 
Strategy Committee and provided day to day operational support to the President and Chief Operating 
Officer. Previously, he served as President of Bechtel Systems and Infrastructure, Inc. (BSII), the 
Bechtel entity that does all of its government business, and was President of Bechtel's Asia Pacific 
region located in Hong Kong, responsible for all of Bechtel's engineering and construction work in Asia 
and Oceania. Earlier in his career he was Executive Vice President of Bechtel Enterprises responsible 
for developing privatized projects worldwide, and was Senior Vice President in charge of Bechtel's 
fossil power business, responsible for all business development, engineering and construction of Bechtel 
Power's fossil power work worldwide. He was with Bechtel for 43 years and held various positions in 
project management and project controls in his early years. He serves on the Boards of a number of 
organizations including the California Council on Science and Technology, the Stephen D. Bechtel Jr. 
Foundation, the Exploratorium, the Rainbird Corp and Apprion Corp, and retired in 2010 after twenty 
years on the Board of Trustees of Harvey Mudd College.  

Leong, Richard: Watershed planner for the East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) with a focus on 
watershed and recreation planning and collaborative partnerships.  He has worked for EBMUD 23 years 
and began his EBMUD career as a ranger/naturalist.  Prior to EBMUD he worked at the California 
Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection (now Cal Fire) as a forest pest management field supervisor. 

Longley, Karl: Dr. Longley’s expertise includes serving 21 years as a Central California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) member of which eight years were as the Board’s chair, a position 
he currently fills; serving as the Dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science, California 
State University, Fresno, during the period of 1996 through 2004 with responsibility for a number of 
programs including the MESA/MEP program; serving three years on the Board of Scientific 
Counselors, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR); and having over 45 years of 
experience directly supervising or conducting studies of water quality, industrial waste control, 
hazardous waste management, and water and wastewater treatment plant design and as a civil 
engineering faculty member, researcher and academic administrator. 

Lowrie, John:  Assistant Director (A) of the Department of Conservation, overseeing the Division of Land and 
Resource Protection. This Division works with landowners, local governments, and researchers to 
conserve productive farmland, range and open spaces resources for everyone's future. He has overall 
responsibility for implementation of several state conservation programs, including; the California 
Farmland Conservation Program, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, California Farmland 
Conservation Program (Williamson Act) and the Statewide Watershed Program. Over the years John 
has been a State Government leader in promoting integrated resource management.  

Massera, Paul: Strategic Water Planning Manager for DWR and leading the 2013 Water Plan Update process. 
His career emphasis is policy decision-support regarding engineering, economic, institutional, 
operational and stakeholder collaboration aspects of water management planning. Prior to this 
assignment, he oversaw wetland water management operations and habitat restoration planning in the 
Suisun Marsh. He has also conducted a variety of water and flood management alternative evaluations 
throughout the State, planned groundwater recharge and conjunctive use projects and investigated 
statewide surface storage and conveyance opportunities. Paul led the development of the resource 
management strategies in the 2005 Water Plan Update. Other former assignments include: Policy 
Advisor to DWR Deputy Director of Statewide and Delta Planning, Statewide Water Planning, 
CALFED Bay Delta Program and State Division of Safety of Dams.  

McCready, Chris: Upon earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, in 1994, Chris began her career in DWR’s Division of 
Engineering, and in 2002 became a Relicensing Coordinator for the Oroville Facilities Relicensing 
Program.  Since 2004, she has served as an Executive Engineering Assistant to the Deputy Director for 
the State Water Project and, later, assisted the Deputy Director for Public Safety and Business 
Operations and FloodSAFE/IWM.  Her experience includes planning, organizing, coordinating, and 
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directing a team of DWR staff in the development and implementation of communications 
improvements necessary for successful delivery of highly visible and politically sensitive programs.  
Since 2009, Chris has served as Chief of the Regional Planning Branch in DWR’s Division of 
Integrated Regional Water Management.  

McManus, Dan: Supervising Engineer and Chief or the Regional Planning Branch for the California 
Department of Water Resources’ Division of Integrated Regional Water Management, Northern Region 
Office.  His primary responsibilities are supervising the Groundwater and Geology, Data Collection and 
Management, Program Coordination, and the Land and Water Use sections.  Dan began his full-time 
career with DWR in 1990 as an Engineering Geologist.  His experience includes assisting with dam site 
investigations, geotechnical levee evaluations, well drilling, groundwater quality assessments, 
conjunctive management planning, and drought water banking programs. His recent work includes 
assisting with integrated water resource management development and planning, implementation of the 
regional coordination program, and statewide groundwater resource planning. Dan received his 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Geology from Michigan State University and a Master of Science 
Degree in Hydrology/Hydrogeology from California State University Chico.  He is a California licensed 
Professional Geologist and Certified Hydrogeologist. 

Moeller, Lewis: Chief of the Water Resources Evaluation Section, Division of Statewide Integrated Water 
Management, with the Department of Water Resources. Mr. Moeller is also the project manager for 
Update 2013 of the California Water Plan. Previously, Lewis worked for almost twenty years with the 
State Water Board in a variety of roles associated with both water rights and water quality. He is also an 
adjunct instructor in the Science Department at American River College. 

Nechodom, Mark:  Director of California’s Department of Conservation (DOC). Mark has dedicated his 
professional life to integrating conservation, regulation and development right where it matters the most: 
on the land, on the farm, and in the forest. Mark’s background serves the Department well as he leads 
DOC’s four divisions, unified by the mission of Managing California’s Working Lands.  Prior to his 
recent appointment as DOC Director, Mark was a Senior Policy Advisor to the Secretary of the US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). He also served as Director of the Office of Environmental Markets 
at USDA, and as the Senior Climate Science Policy Advisor to the Chief of the US Forest Service. Mark 
was the USDA representative on the team that negotiated the greenhouse gas reporting protocol for 
forestry for California’s Climate Action Reserve, and provided scientific and technical support to the 
California Air Resources Board and the Board of Forestry in the development of the state climate 
strategy under AB 32 (the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006).  In the mid-1990’s, Mark helped to 
establish the California Biodiversity Council, which has continued to provide a forum for California’s 
local, state and federal conservation leadership for over two decades. He was the founder and co-
director of the Land Use and Natural Resources program at UC Davis, a program that has provided 
training and certification for over 4,000 professional state and federal land and resource planners 
working across the US. 

Neudeck, Randall:  Program manager for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.  He 
represents Metropolitan on water supply, water quality and environmental issues related to Southern 
California's imported water supply from the San Francisco Bay-Delta watershed.  Prior to joining 
Metropolitan, he worked for the US Geological Survey, Teichert Construction, and the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power.  Randall holds a master’s degree in civil engineering and is a 
registered professional engineer.  He is a member of the Valley Industry and Commerce Association, 
Granada Hills Chamber of Commerce, Valley Vote, and numerous other business and community 
organizations.  He is also the past-president of the Granada Hills South Neighborhood Council. Randall 
and his family reside in Granada Hills, California. 

Newcomer, Michelle: NASA Ames Research Center (Invited) 

Nordberg, Mark, P.G., is an Engineering Geologist with the California Department of Water Resources, and 
has worked for the Geology and Groundwater Investigations Section in the Division of Integrated 
Regional Water Management since 2005.  His primary responsibilities are assisting local agencies with 
the development of Groundwater Management Plans, performing field work and research associated 
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with groundwater recharge and conjunctive management programs, and has worked with DWR’s 
Drought Water Bank, CVFPP, IRWMP, and CASGEM efforts.  Prior to coming to work at DWR, Mr. 
Nordberg worked for 10 years as a consultant with environmental and planning firms performing work 
related to groundwater and soil remediation, CEQA documentation, and water resource evaluations.  He 
was a Peace Corps Volunteer in the Philippines where he addressed Coastal Resource Management, and 
is currently a member of the Water Education Foundation’s 2012 Water Leader’s Program.  Mr. 
Nordberg received his B.S. in Environmental Policy from Michigan State University and his M.S. in 
Hydrogeology from Sacramento State University. 

O’Conner, Dennis: Principal Consultant to the California Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water. 
In that role, he analysis all proposed water legislation and advises members of the Senate on California 
water policy issues. He has been with the Senate since January 2003. Before coming to the Committee, 
Mr. O’Connor spent 10 years at the California Research Bureau (CRB), a non-partisan policy research 
branch of the California State Library, serving for six of those years as the Assistant Director for the 
Environment and Natural Resources. Mr. O'Connor is the author of a number of CRB report’s, 
including reports on the governance of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and the 
financing of the State Water Project. Mr. O’Connor did his undergraduate and masters studies in 
economics at CSU, Sacramento. 

Parker, Tim:  President of Parker Groundwater in Sacramento, California, USA, a firm founded in 2009 that 
specializes in groundwater resources management. He has worked in private and public sector, was 
formerly with Schlumberger, Law, Dames & Moore, and has worked for California Department of 
Water Resources, California Geological Survey, and California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. Tim’s groundwater experience spans more than 25 years and includes water policy analysis, 
groundwater resources development, groundwater recharge, groundwater management, modeling, 
monitoring, contaminant hydrogeology, and potential impacts to groundwater resources from geologic 
carbon sequestration and hydraulic fracturing. He is a California Professional Geologist (PG 5584), 
Certified Engineering Geologist (CEG 1926), and Certified Hydrogeologist (CHG 12). Tim serves the 
Groundwater Resources Association of California as a Director and Legislative Committee Chair, the 
California Groundwater Coalition as a Director, and the American Ground Water Trust as Chair. He 
also serves the National Ground Water Association Theis Planning Committee, Government Affairs 
Task Forces for Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), Hydraulic Fracturing, and Regional Groundwater 
Management, and in the development of an NGWA best suggested practices for ASR. Tim is a member 
of the Public Advisory Committee for the development of the 2013 California Water Plan, is the co-
chair of the California Water Plan Update 2013 Groundwater Caucus, and participates on the Oversight 
Work Group for the Nationwide Ground Water Monitoring Network, under the Subcommittee on 
Ground Water, Advisory Committee on Water Information, U.S. Department of the Interior. He is a 
principal writer on Sustainability from the Ground Up, Groundwater Management in California, a 
Framework published by the Association of California Water Agencies in 2011, and co-authored the 
books Potential Groundwater Quality Impacts Resulting from Geologic Carbon Sequestration published 
by the Water Research Foundation in 2009, and California Groundwater Management published by 
GRA in 2005. 

Paulson, Cindy:  Executive Director for the California Urban Water Agencies (CUWA), a non-profit 
corporation of 10 major urban water agencies committed to providing reliable high-quality water 
supply. Paulson has worked with Brown and Caldwell since 1987 and is particularly known for her 
ability to bring diverse stakeholders together around workable solutions to complex water resource 
issues. She recently completed a multi-year effort as Project Director on the $50 billion Master Plan for 
Coastal Louisiana Restoration and Protection. Cindy holds a Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering from 
the University of Colorado, a Master’s in Civil/Environmental Engineering from Colorado State 
University, and undergraduate degrees in political science and environmental science from Whitman 
College. In July, she visited Rwanda with Water for People. 

Perrone, Michael:  Michael Perrone has been with DWR twelve years. His main task for the Water Plan is to 
report on efforts to integrate and harmonize water management with protection and restoration of nature 
and its biological diversity.   Other recent assignments include establishment of a unit to deal with 
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mercury contamination in wetlands and development of the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan and its 
fish and wildlife conservation strategy.  Previously, Michael supervised studies of fish biology in the 
Feather River and Delta.  Earlier he worked in water quality programs at the State Water Resources 
Control Board for fourteen years.  Michael has a BA in biology from Stanford University and a PhD in 
ecology from University of Washington. 

Prillwitz, Marsha: Technical advisor for the California Urban Water Conservation Council (CUWCC) 
providing support to a number of water use efficiency efforts.  She is a sought after presenter and author 
of numerous papers for professional audiences and organizations. Prior to her service at CUWCC she 
was a manager over seeing water use efficiency programs for DWR in Sacramento, Calif. 

Rood, Ashley: Project manager with the Environmental Defense Funds (EDF) Western Working Lands 
program focused on working with ranchers and farmers throughout the west. She’s currently focused on 
figuring out ways of incentivizing best management practices on rangelands—balancing the needs of 
the environment, industry, and people.  In her six plus years at EDF, Ashley has also worked closely 
with our California water program and our Living Cities program. Ashley comes to EDF with a 
background in sustainable agriculture and food system advocacy. Recent publications include Renewing 
America's Food Traditions: Saving and Savoring the Continent's Most Endangered Foods.  

Shilling, Fraser, Ph.D.,  is a research scientist at the University of California, Davis, Department of 
Environmental Science & Policy where he leads several projects relating environment science to public 
policy. Currently, he is the scientific lead for the California Water Plan’s Sustainability Indicator 
Framework. He also helps lead a state-level discussion about how to employ existing indicators used by 
state agencies to report on California’s sustainability. Dr. Shilling also works on various transportation 
and conservation issues at the state and national levels. 

Sidley, Jason, P.E., is a Senior Civil Engineer for the Department of Water Resources.  He is a project manager 
in the Statewide Flood Management Planning program.  Jason received a bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering from Sacramento State University and is a registered Professional Civil Engineer in the 
State of California.  He has over 20-years of experience in the planning and design of Water Resources 
infrastructure. 

Sims, Sue:  Executive Officer for the California Water Commission since 2011. Prior to assuming her current 
role, she was Chief Deputy Director for DWR for three years and served as the department’s Public 
Affairs Director before that. Before coming to DWR, Sue worked in the California Environmental 
Protection Agency. Her state career began as a speechwriter for Governor George Deukmejian and she 
later became the Governor's Deputy Cabinet Secretary working on budget, education, and 
environmental issues. She is a graduate of the University of California at Los Angeles and was a White 
House intern during the Reagan Administration.  

Staton, Kelly: Senior Engineering Geologist, and the Chief of the Groundwater and Geologic Investigations 
Section in the Northern Region office of the California Department of Water Resources.  Ms. Staton’s 
experience includes hydrogeologic basin investigations, damsite foundation investigations, well design 
and construction, aquifer testing, integrated water resource management, and planning studies. She has 
collaborated on many assignments and has authored and co-authored publications concerning 
hydrogeology and engineering geology related projects. Ms. Staton attended California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo, and California State University, Chico, and has received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Geology and a Master of Science degree in Geology.  Ms. Staton is licensed with 
the State of California as a Professional Geologist, Certified Engineering Geologist, and a Certified 
Hydrogeologist.   

Sykes, Richard: Richard G. Sykes, is the Director of Water and Natural Resources at the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District (EBMUD). 

Talbot, Judie: Mediator and Facilitator with the Center for Collaborative Policy, Sacramento State University.  
Judie has been providing facilitation and mediation services for collaborative efforts and public policy 
dialogues since February 2000. The projects she has worked on encompass all phases of stakeholder 
efforts: technical research; situation assessments and process design; public outreach; organizing and 
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facilitating public workshops; and reaching and implementing agreements. Judie has also designed and 
conducted various training programs including college courses, continuing in-service programs, and 
topic-specific training.  Ms. Talbot completed her Master's studies at the University of Arizona in 
Applied Anthropology with a focus on Conflict Management. She holds a B.A. in Anthropology from 
Humboldt State University , with a minor in Political Science. 

Tatayon, Susan:  Associate Director, California Water Program, of the Nature Conservancy. Her she works 
with agencies, reclamation districts, and natural-resource managers to design, advocate and implement 
innovative policies and strategies that sustain healthy aquatic ecosystems and reliable water supplies for 
people and nature. Her work particularly focuses on floodplain management, integrating flood and water 
management, climate change adaptation and water-related legislation. Her career has also included key 
posts as a principal in two private firms. Her government service includes serving as Special Assistant 
to the Regional Director, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Special Assistant to the Chief Deputy 
Director, California Department of Water Resources where she focused on the CALFED Bay-Delta 
Program Plan, the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, water transfers, and renewal of long-term 
water service contracts. In a subsequent position, she managed DWR's water reuse program. 

TenPas, Jeff:  Regional program leader for the Forest Service watershed restoration program.   He works with 
the 18 national forests units in California on their watershed improvement project development, 
funding, and accomplishment reporting.  He is currently working with Forests in California on 
monitoring and improving the measurement of the ecosystem service outcomes of various projects 
including meadow restorations and fuels treatments.  Jeff also works with the Forest Service burned area 
emergency response program and the soil science program.  In addition to working for the Forest 
Service, Jeff has worked in California for a large environmental consulting company, managed a county 
Resource Conservation District, and did private consulting as a soils and wetland scientist.   

Todt, Iovanka:  Executive Director of the Floodplain Management Association (FMA). FMA is the premier 
venue for floodplain management professionals interested in reducing flood risk and creating 
sustainable floodplains. The association serves as an unbiased forum for legislature, government, 
industry and science to advance best practices, technologies, policies, regulations and legal strategies, 
with a focus on California, Nevada and Hawaii. 

Tsai, Eric, P.E., Water Resources Engineer with MWH Americas. He has 7 years of experience in a wide range 
of water resources planning and management projects including flood management, water supply 
planning and modeling, water demand forecasting, integrated regional water management planning, and 
stormwater compliance. His most recent work has been in support of the DWR Central Valley Flood 
Management Planning Program and the Statewide Flood Management Planning Program.  

Wilhelm, Kim, P.E.,  Chief of the Technical Programs Branch in the Department of Public Health, Division of 
Drinking Water and Environmental Management. In this position Mr. Wilhelm is responsible for 
directing the funding programs established under Prop. 50, Prop 84 and the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund; which combined provide over $300 million per year to support drinking water 
infrastructure improvements. He also oversees the Small Water System Program and CEQA 
compliance. Mr. Wilhelm has worked in the Drinking Water Program for over 4 ½ years and prior to 
that spent over 30 years with the Department of Toxic Substances Control. He is a graduate of UC 
Davis. 

Wilkinson, Robert, Ph.D., Director, Water Policy Program, Donald Bren School of Environmental Science & 
Mgmt. and Lecturer, Environmental Studies at the University of California Santa Barbara.  His research 
and teaching is focused on water policy, climate change, and issues of environmental policy. Dr. 
Wilkinson also advises government agencies, businesses, non-governmental organizations, and 
foundations on water policy and environmental issues. He currently serves on the public advisory 
committee for California's State Water Plan, and he has represented the University of California on the 
Governor's Task Force on Desalination. He has advised the California Energy Commission and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency on climate research, and has served as coordinator for the climate 
impacts assessment of the California Region for the U.S. Global Change Research Program and the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.  In his spare time he services as President 
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Emeritus of the Earth Island Institute, “a non-profit organization that has been a hub for grassroots 
campaigns dedicated to conserving, preserving, and restoring the ecosystems on which our civilization 
depends.” 

Zoldoske, David:  Director of Fresno State’s Center for Irrigation Technology and California Water Institute 
and as the executive director for the Water Resources and Policy Initiatives for the California State 
University system.  He currently serves as vice-chair of the California Department of Water Resources 
strategic planning caucus for New Water Technology: Objective 11 and has served as president of the 
Irrigation Association and the California Chapter of the American Society of Agronomy. David has 
authored or co-authored over 100 articles on irrigation and water technology. Most recently he co-
authored the CIT report “Agricultural Water Use in California: A 2011 Update” and Chapter 16 
“Conservation and Environmental Protection” in Irrigation, Sixth Edition published by the Irrigation 
Association. Major areas of emphasis cover water use in agriculture, urban and the environment, and 
include policy, education and training, equipment testing and economic development. 

 


