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INSTRUCTIONS FOR BREAKOUT GROUPS 

 
 
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is applying the WEAP model to 
assist with quantifying future scenarios and water management responses for Water 
Plan Update 2009.  The analysis will occur at two levels of detail.  For the coarser scale, 
we will divide the state into 10 hydrologic regions and represent scenarios and 
management responses with a simple mass balance.  For the finer scale, we will further 
divide the two hydrologic regions for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River into 
about 10 planning areas.  At this scale we will be able to represent some aspects of 
reservoir and stream operations and the Delta. 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to focus on how we are representing four primary 
topics with the WEAP model that are important to the quantification of scenarios and 
evaluation of management strategies: 
 

 Climate change 
 Flood management 
 Environmental water 
 Water Quality 

   
We need your help in determining how best to apply these concepts to (1) Water Plan 
Update 2009, and (2) longer term development of analytical tools for California water 
planning (including Water Plan Update 2013 and beyond). We will prepare a summary 
of the recommendations coming out of the breakout groups and incorporate them into 
the recommendations contained in the Water Plan. 
 
You will be asked to choose in which breakout group you’d like to participate. 
Depending on the number of participants, there may be more than one breakout group 
addressing each topic. 
 
 
Here are the assignments for each group: 
 
Your job is to provide us with feedback on the technical merits of the proposed 
approach as it relates to representing the topic of your chosen group (climate change, 
flood management, environmental water, and water quality).  We would like to hear your 
recommendations for improving the proposed approach for both Water Plan Update 
2009 and for future Water Plans.  We have a very short time frame to complete work for 
Update 2009.  All technical work must be completed by June of 2009.  However, we will 
have some ability to make changes to how these 4 topics are quantified in the WEAP 
platform.   Recommendations that we can’t implement for Update 2009 will be 
considered for Update 2013. 
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Here are some questions we would like your group to address: 
 

 Is the proposed analytical approach clear?  We tried to cover a lot of information 
this morning.  Please provide us with additional information you would like to 
know about our proposed approach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 How can we improve the approach for Update 2009?  Please provide information 
on data sources we should use and important relationships that need to be 
captured (see handout on your topic). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How can we improve the approach for Update 2013 and beyond?  Update 2009 
will include a vision for the long term improvement of data and analytical tools.  
Please provide us with suggestions for how the Water Plan can make more 
effective use of the analytical work you are doing.  What is your vision for where 
the technical community needs to be 10 years from now when quantifying 
scenarios and management strategies? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How would you like to work with us to improve the approach?  We are interested 
in developing opportunities for SWAN to further review and comment on the work 
for Update 2009 and beyond.  Please provide suggestions for how we might work 
with you in the future? Are you interested in participating in a detailed review of 
the WEAP model application to the Water Plan?  

 

 
 


