Water Plan 2013 Update 
Progress Report
Tribal Water and Natural Resources

	Objective 12 - Improve Tribal Water and Natural Resources
	Question
	How is this going?

Where does this item stand?

(Feeds into California Water Today)
	What additional actions could be taken by the Tribal AC
to further advance this item?

(Feeds into Tribal AC Work Plan & Update 2013 Recommendations)

	#
	Related Actions/Sub-Actions
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	Everyone involved in the California Water Plan should share information with California Native American Tribes about how Tribal water issues intersect with water law, planning, and management in California.
	How is the Water Plan doing in terms of relating Tribal water issues to water law, planning and management in California?
	Effort is there. More work should be done particularly with laws which are driving management decisions.   
	(see comments on education and primers) Focus more on laws and conflict 5937 and water rights laws seem in direct conflict. Opposition for clarifying from tribal and agency. Sorting out water law and the Whys of our mission.
More briefing papers and content that explains Tribe’s position and how Tribes integrate with the water planning process. Easy to get a perception that (there are a lot of letters that get out) discussing an item it was covered.  Meaning voice and an understanding how Tribes fit into the management system and understanding where the problems are. 



	2
	Everyone involved in the Water Plan should share information with California Native American Tribes about how the water planning, management, and projects of State, local, and federal governments, as well as water purveyors, impact and affect California Native American Tribes.
	How is the Water Plan doing in terms of letting Tribes know how water management, planning and project will affect them?
	
	

	3
	Everyone involved in the Water Plan should share information with California Native American Tribes about State funding that is available for water projects, how California Native American Tribes can apply for the funding, what obstacles they may face in accessing these funds, and how they can influence future funding programs.
	How is the Water Plan doing in terms of informing Tribes about funding for water projects, the application process and options for influencing future access to funds?
	
	

	4
	California Native American Tribes should use the Water Plan as a stepping stone to ensure their representation and genuine participation in water planning processes throughout California, including those linking water to public health, housing, economic development, and environmental justice.
	How are Tribes doing in terms of participating in water planning processes throughout the State?
	Not able to participate in a greater way. Time commitments, various meetings, There are some groups that don’t want tribes to participate (those with strict commercial interests don’t want Tribes to participate).  Nobody is describing why.  
	Tribe need to participate. We should all be able to say here is the story of Water in California. If things are kept under the radar we don’t pay attention to them, then we are not encouraged to learn more about them. 


	5
	California Native American Tribes should build a foundation of knowledge and relationships for developing their own long-term water management plans, as well as participating genuinely in regional and local water planning, including Integrated Regional Water Management plans.
	How are Tribes doing in terms of creating a framework to develop their own water management plans and participate in local/regional efforts?
	There are efforts we are meeting with DWR and discussing planning. Felt there was a slow response and wondered if the Scott and Master water districts established, the next day we got our follow-up calls. Political foot dragging? However once the meetings occurred there was discussions, there are more questions that need answers.  Don’t know who to call because new water masters by local water districts.   Need to develop a plan and a grant to get help in creating this. 
Question: what are our rights (that’s settled by law) if California is managing water so well why are streams going dry that have listed species.  We are not managing our (none of us) are managing water well. 

Issues: uncertainty as to who to speak with and speaking with local agencies, don’t even ask the same questions. 

 Should this be dry and why so what should we be doing

Water districts: they ask about delivering and metering water. Reactionary talk to responding to new laws. Business discussions versus a management of resource discussions. There are no meaningful discussions because we are not speaking about the same things. 
	Klamath basin group, water masters from Oregon came down and spoke about their laws and different approach to management.  Getting that story about the culture of managing water.  Need to understand what the laws are and regulations because there is a reaction to the statutes on the books relating to water. Legal and economic. Resources use for multiple uses the watershed is not rated. There doesn’t seem to be an in-stream water right. 
Basic discussion needed: What are we managing water for? What is the purpose of water for California? People have different views on how we manage water. People say if it goes to the ocean is wasted, but others would not.  California needs an overall state vision of water. Private orientated state and doesn’t serve general good. Don’t just give it page space and mean it.  Statement of facts on water conditions, study of water management. Data and reports showing vision of water is for multiple uses. Is water being used for multiple purposes. 
There are some water bodies that are only focused on specific uses. There does need to be an audit or report to ensure we are following our mission statements. Database to check whether we are doing what our mission is.  

	6
	California Native American Tribes should shape the content of the Water Plan through a variety of mechanisms, particularly the review of regional reports, resource management strategies, and other materials, and through Tribal and public meetings.


	How are Tribes doing in terms of participating in Regional Forums, RMSs and other Water Plan activities to shape the content of Update 2013?
	Tim Nelson: Engaging Tribes need feedback that we are not getting, 
Kim Mattson: there could be better collaboration. Having forums help.  Questions and Concerns and navigating how things are done. Real Clear manual on answering questions and help develop content.  Do more continued pressing on what are the issues and how it can be helped. 

How water is managed is confusing. Seems to be managed based on historical preference and water rights laws, water preservation laws, ecosystem services clash. California needs to sort out ecosystem services laws and water rights laws.  unwillingness to change the status quo.  Way we manage is unsustainable. there are listed species in Scott Valley, Coho is one example. Global reasons and societal use of the ocean. Basin management in Scott Basin is lack of water. Water Volumes are necessary for habitat for Coho which require summer rearing. Misinformation or lack of information or unwillingness complicates understanding of the issues.  

There is no easy way to get the answers. There are not easy answers or debatable answers like whether water rights trump ESA answers. 

Somewhere there needs to be discussion of California Indian Water Rights. 

IRWM at the meeting there could Tribes writing in funding. The IRWMP on Shasta McCloud does not know what Tribes are allowed to do. Tribes need to talk about in person. Bigger reach to Tribes
	Tim Nelson: More Tribe involved in the Tribal AC there are 110 in California and only 35 are on the Tribal AC. The tribal politics can make this complicated. Outreach.  
There needs to be budget to reach Tribes. Make the meetings go to other communities and mobile. And how this interacts with water commissions they already have. Tribal Water commission members not involved. 

Needs to be explained what the 2013 report means to Tribes because many think they are outside of California.  – “our water rights are not protected or included in this, our voices are missing from the other agencies, like fish and game and other planning for water and species and our voices are missing, barel getting our voices, those agencies weighing in other meetings, we are missing from that discussion.  The salmon, birds, voices, our voice is not there. The management and diversion that are being talked about and what is being discussed by Tribes. 

State Water Primer 101 how does water law and water management work in California.  How does the water plan fit into that as well. 

Need more information on the Winter’s doctrine and what that means. What should be tribes be doing with water. 

· Why are we not engaged in water management in California.

Update 2009 Volume 4 there is a section on Tribal History and discussions.  Addresses Tribal Water Rights and we need to add section 

If you listen to Tribal governments on water and fish but for some reason this doesn’t resonate in the planning and happening. Tribes are planning on a federal level for water ways that the state is planning for.   

	7
	California Native American Tribes should build working relationships and partnerships with relevant State, local and, federal governments, and water purveyors that are based on mutual respect, fairness, honesty, responsibility, and mutual trust.
	How are Tribes doing in establishing respected relationships with other water management entities?
	Overall the interest in seeking participation. DWR was ready to have a meeting once the passage of laws. Two phased approach. Water users district meetings (QV has a water right) They don’t’ ask the same kinds of questions. There are doors open, they are not barred once you get in, 
Never the same questions asked. Careful dating game where there isn’t dialogue on progress how are we doing and what are we doing. 
	Training, education, local meetings. 
If Tribes were armed with the knowledge to ask the right questions. Can we ask why there isn’t water flowing and what should we do.  If Tribes know what questions are appropriate to ask.  

There needs to be a background to defend perspective on water management. Is it appropriate for Tribes to speak of watersheds where they don’t own property.  If Tribes don’t have the right, who does? 

Tribes can’t rely on State agencies to pro-actively fixing water, Tribes need to know whether they have a right, how do we position.   

What are the policies for water management.  Something may be perfectly legal, but an agency or somewhere else may be unwilling to speak of items on a policy level.  

	8
	California Native American Tribes should educate State, local, and federal governments, and water purveyor executives and planners about the historical and ongoing relationships between California Native American Tribes and water, especially cultural and religious practices, including fishing.
	How are Tribes doing in terms of education other water management entities about their relationship to and perspective on water resources?
	
	

	9
	California Native American Tribes should propose and clarify how DWR works with California Native American Tribes in State water planning efforts.
	How are Tribes doing in terms of proposing approaches for how DWR works with Tribes in statewide planning?
	
	

	10
	California Native American Tribes should build a foundation of knowledge and relationships for hosting a Tribal Water Summit in 2009 that includes the highest level of decision-makers from State, local, and federal governments, and water purveyors. 
	How did Tribes do in terms of hosting a Tribal Water Summit in 2009 that included high-level decision-makers?
	
	

	11
	DWR will place proceedings of this summit in the Water Plan’s Volume 4, the Reference Guide.
	How did DWR do in releasing the Summit proceedings and including them in the Update 2009 Reference Guide?
	
	

	12
	Indigenous communities should be involved in climate change adaptation actions that will directly impact their people, waterways, cultural resources, or lands.
	How are State entities and Tribes doing in terms of involving Tribes in climate change adaption actions that affect Tribal lands?
	
	

	13
	The Tribal Communication Committee, Tribal Summit Planning Team, or an equivalent Tribal forum should advise the 2013 Water Plan Steering Committee on ways to implement these related actions and the recommendations from the 2009 Tribal Water Summit, and should assist in the preparation of subsequent Tribal water summits.
	How well is the Tribal AC coordinating with the SASC on these and TWS recommendations and actions?
	Water Plan is first step and needs to be more actions on implementing the water plan. 

	Keep attending meetings. 
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