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TTRREENNDDSS  AANNDD  IISSSSUUEESS  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  
 

Group Work:  Mapping Trends Affecting Agricultural Water Use Efficiency  
 

Purpose: Create the broadest possible social, economic, and technological context 
for dialogue and decision-making (i.e. get everybody talking about the same world). 
 

Question:  
What are the trends driving  Ag WUE, between now and 2050, that must be 
addressed to create successful policy and recommendations in the California 
Water Plan? 
 

Ground rules for mind-mapping-- 
 
1. A trend implies direction of movement, from more to less, less to more, greater to 

smaller, smaller to greater, and so on. We want to observe what is happening and defer 
judgment and analysis. 

2. This is a group brainstorm--no evaluation, no censorship, no agreement is required. 
3. The person who names a trend says where it goes on the map.   They also indicate if it is 

a category or part of a category. 
4. Opposing trends are OK when backed up by examples.  
5. Give concrete examples of your trends. Say Who and/or What leads you to your 

observation. 
 
 

SAMPLE: 
POLITICAL 

            DEMOGRAPHICS    
                                                      Shifts in population 
                                                     conversion of ag lands                           >More business getting done  
                                                                                                                              at regulatory  level 
                                             >Governor’s Office requires 
                                                      collaborative approaches. 
          Population Growth 
 
 
                   Global Warming 
                                                                                                                
                                                                                              Farming changes(crop mix, fallowing) 
Groundwater Overdraft                                                                                                      
                     
 

                                                             Refined Technology       
Greater Salinity Mgmt.                                                     Water Transfers 
    Salt Water Intrusion 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL STRESSORS                                        ECONOMICS

AGRICULTURAL 
WUE 



Trends and Issues to Address 
 

Reviewing the map – Identifying key concerns.   
 
As a full group:  At the appropriate time, place your dots (provided by the facilitators) on 
the areas that would benefit from increased attention or that you personally care about.  
You may place all your dots in one place or place them in multiple locations.   
 
After the voting look at the map, are there: 
 

1. Any surprises? 
 

2. Trends in the voting? 
 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
Your group will have ___ minutes to complete this task.  
Each group will be given a set of trends to discuss.  For 
each set answer the following: 
 

 
Questions: 
 
1. What are the current responses to these trends?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are the preferred responses to these trends?   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prepare a ___ minute report on the trend, current and preferred responses. 
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