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State Water Plan Update

General Definitions

	Applied Water Use (AW)
	The quantity of water delivered to the intake of a city's water system or factory; the farm or wetland headgate; or the portion of stream flow dedicated to instream use or reserved under the federal or State legislation.

	Conveyance 
Irrecoverable Water
	The amount of water that evaporates, is used by plants (evapotranspiration) and percolates to a salt sink during transport.

	DAU
	Detailed Analysis Unit - The smallest study area for the analysis of water supply and use.

	Deep Percolation
	Movement of applied water to usable groundwater aquifer.

	Depletion
	The quantity of water consumed within a service area and no longer available as a source of supply.

	ETAW
	Evapotranspiration of Applied Water - The amount of crop consumptive use

	GW
	Groundwater

	GW Recharge
	Deep percolation of intentional recharge of applied water

	GW Recharge AW
	The amount of intentional water application to increase deep percolation.

	GW Recharge E+ET
	The amount of evaporation and evapotranspiration occurring from intentional groundwater recharge.

	Hydrologic Region
	A geographical division of the State based on the local hydrologic basins.  There are ten Hydrologic Regions in California.

	Irrecoverable Water
	Water percolated to a salt sink, evaporated or used by plants (evapotranspiration) from applied water.

	Net Groundwater
	The amount of groundwater extraction in excess of deep percolation.

	Net Water Use
	The amount of water needed in a water service area to meet all requirements.  It includes the consumptive use of applied water, the irrecoverable water from the distribution system, and the outflow leaving the service area; does not include reuse of water within a service area

	Outflow or Conveyance Outflow
	The amount of applied water and conveyance water leaving the service area

	PA
	Planning Area - a sub-section of a hydrologic region containing a number of detailed analysis units.

	Required Instream Flow
	The amount of water required for instream use by agreement, water rights permit, or State/Federal Acts

	Reuse Groundwater
	The amount of deep percolation from applied water and conveyance water offsetting groundwater extraction

	Reuse Surface Water
	The amount of applied water recaptured for use through surface drainage facilities

	Water Balances
	An analysis of the total developed/dedicated supplies, uses and operational characteristics for a region

	N/A
	Data not available

	"    -    "
	Category not applicable for particular region


