
RTDF Steering Committee Notes  1/9/08 
 

Attendees: Ted Swift, Carol DiGiorgio, Jon Villalva, Joe Christen, Paul Hutton, Dan 
Otis, Rich Losee, Owen Lu, Jaclyn Pimental, Ron Melcer, Austine Eke, David Gonzales, 
Yiguo Liang, Abdul Khan, Lucinda, Alan, Tony, Tracy Hinojosa’s new hire (missed the 
name) 
 
There was some question about what happened to the SWP data set Rick Woodard was 
working on when he retired.  Paul Hutton mentioned that Rick had been working with an 
Access database.  It was recommended that Rick be contact for further follow up. 
 
2. Monitoring Updates 
 a) Updates on field instruments: 
Vernalis has been down and Banks is becoming intermittent.  Problems with the Vernalis 
phone line stem from there not being an address for the phone company to bill to.  The 
data loggers have been storing the data, but the analyzers were offline since the 28th, but 
are now up (1/9/08).  The problems at Banks are due to a calibration issue. The Dionex 
unit at Banks is also having problems.  It needs to be re-calibrated.  Problems at both 
stations started on Friday, 1/4/08, and some of the problems were related to the storm. 
 b) Update on planning for new DMC Carbon Analyzer 
This project is having problems with contracts.  Francis needs to take the contract to the 
board, but DWR needs resolution before issuing a contract.  The budget and scope of 
work was sent to Francis.  She will submit these to the board in lieu of a contract in order 
to come to a resolution. 
  c) Update on feasibility of supplementing O’Neill Monitoring Sites 
-MWQI staff met and had a tour on O’Neill and San Luis Reservoir.  Carol is setting up a 
meeting between MWQI, Delta Mendota Water Authority and the Bureau to discuss 
adding instruments the McCabe Rd. site.  This site is significant because is just upstream 
on the pumps on the DMC.  During heavy rains, cattle grazing runoff flows directly into 
the DMC.   
-There will also be a meeting with Santa Nella Municipal Water District to discuss 
feasibility of installing instruments at Check 13.  This site is at the O’Neill outlet. Current 
measurements at check 13 include temperature, pH, turbidity, EC and UVA 256 
(surrogate for DOC).  MWQI would like to install a Shimadzu unit and an anion 
analyzer.  Dean Messer requested that Jim Thomas (O&M) be sent a proposal regarding 
the installation.   
-There is much discussion about where to install the instruments at Gianelli.  There is 
much interest to put the sensors on the inside of Gianelli, but there are many concerns 
about safety.  The general consensus was to start with writing a proposal with a good 
argument for why this is needed for Jim Thomas to approve.  There is also concern about 
who would monitor the equipment because Pam Borba’s people to not have the staff 
time.  It was suggested that Dean Messer’s new BCP position take this on.  This will be 
discussed further in the work plan meeting scheduled for 2/6/08. 
 d) Update on Banks station improvements 
Currently MWQI is looking at how to get an adequate power supply for the new station.  
MWQI also needs to meet with O&M and look at the design plan.  The new building will 



be 15` X 20`.  The instruments still need to be finalized and we’ll need to meet with 
Doug Thompson.  David Gonzales has provided everything necessary to proceed: 
electrical needs and type of construction. 
Forecasting Updates 

a) Delta Modeling activities 
Yiguo Liang has updated the DSM@ model.  He is setting up training with O&M to talk 
about DSM2 historic update and the aqueduct model.  He has been talking with Abdul 
Khan to show how to run the aqueduct model.  Alan and Hassan are also being trained.  
 Abdul suggested that his section create an initial procedure for short term data to 
feed into the DSM@ and Aqueduct models.  This would then be presented to the RTDF 
Steering Committee and then be fine tuned.  
 Yiguo is having problems with a long term run on the aqueduct model due to 
random crashing.  Paul Hutton suggested that Yiguo work with Kyle on the model.  
Abdul will continue o work with the DSM2 model until the aqueduct model is de-bugged 
for long term forecast.    
 Regarding the long term Wanger decision simulation, Yiguo is working on the 
aqueduct part of DSM2 for Delta Vision.  He has been ably to run the hydrology part of 
the model successfully.  The Delta portion of the model is being run.  The volumetric 
fingerprint is needed in order to proceed.  The organic carbon simulation is underway and 
the fingerprint simulations have been run.  The EC and DOC portions for the delta are 
completed for 1 scenario. 
 
Data Dissemination Updates 
Ted Swift, Jon Villalva and Joe Christen are continuously putting out the weekly reports.   
There were problems with communication of data flow that goes into the weekly due to 
the storm.  Ted is interesting in talking offline with the people who send us our data in 
order to eliminate bottlenecks.  MWQI needs to talk with Cindy Garcia about data flow.  
O&M is still uploading data every morning.  MWQI staff suggest that this be changed 
over into a continuous update. Aquarius software may help in this effort.  There was also 
some discussion about changing the day of the week the weekly reports go out. 
 
3. Other Items 
 a) Forecasting Deliverables 
Carol DiGiorgio sent the spreadsheet to Bob Suits and Tracy Hinojosa.  Most actions in 
the 07-08 columns will not be completed.  This is partly due to the delay in hiring the 
BCP positions.  Carol will be meeting with Bob and Tracy to discuss what they’ll be able 
to deliver for 08-09.  
 
 
Special Meeting to discuss deliverables for MWQI Work plan:  2/6/08 9AM-3PM 
 
Next Monthly Meeting:  3/5/08 10AM-12PM     


