From: Teresa Gomez

To: Brostrom, Peter@DWR; DWR Water Use Efficiency

Subject: Comment Letter Framework for Setting Water Use Targets_Oceanside_09142016
Date: Friday, September 16, 2016 4:49:24 PM

Attachments: image003.ipa

Oceanside Proposed Water Use Targets Comments09142016.pdf

Thank you,

Teresa Gomez

Senior Management Analyst
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CITY OF OCEANSIDE

WATER UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

September 14, 2016

Mr. Peter Brostrom, Urban Water Use Efficiency Manager and
Members of the Water Use and Efficiency Branch of the
California Department of Water Resources

Subject: Comment Letter — Proposed Water Use Targets

Dear Mr. Brostrom and Members of the Water Use Efficiency Branch of the Department of Water
Resources:

As a local urban water supplier and member agency with the San Diego County Water Authority
(SDCWA), the City of Oceanside (the City) urges the Department of Water Resources (DWR), along with
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), to recognize the significance of this collaborative
statewide effort and to allow sufficient time for agency staff to review and evaluate the water use
efficiency data resulting from current studies and to develop and implement accelerated timetables for
upcoming projects such as AMI and meter integrity testing. We hope that the lessons learned during
this most recent Drought State of Emergency are carefully weighed and evaluated so that, moving
forward, we can be assured that consideration has been given to all of the available information.

Where Commercial, Industrial and Institutional (Cll) standards are to be determined, the considerations
for staffing, expertise, and a significant time commitment equate to a costly unfunded mandate that will
require most agencies to hire additional highly trained and specialized staff in industry-specific fields for
service that will likely be cost prohibitive and labor intense. The City strongly urges the State to
recognize the industry-specific efficiencies that are already in place for the express purpose of reducing
costs and improving efficiencies. With these joint goals in mind, the City supports the development of a
methodology by which Cll customers have the opportunity to self-assess, providing the needed
expertise for the task while eliminating the additional costs to the agency. Most importantly, we ask the
State to consider the economic impact to business at the local, regional, and statewide level. By
excluding Cll water use from a volumetric water budget, performance measures can be substituted to
measure compliance, if not direct savings, limiting outside involvement in process water use.

In keeping with the goal of creating a more flexible approach to long-term water use efficiency targets,
the City suggests further consideration be given to providing additional SB7X-7 options for calculating
the outdoor water use standard. Moreover, we urge the State to make allowances for special users and
to base the water budget calculation on irrigable area where landscape may currently be dead, dormant
or stressed, but will still be included in the equation for an allocation that incorporates the potential for
further water needs.

In reference to the proposed framework for indoor residential standards, the City supports the State’s
proposal to use the SBX7-7 standard of 55 GPCD through the year 2020. We would caution the State to
be mindful of the impact to wastewater systems, recycled water systems, and potable reuse projects as
reductions to indoor GPCD are evaluated in the years to follow.
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We thank the State for allowing us this opportunity to submit comments and for their efforts to create a
more collaborative process in the development of water use efficiency targets. With a great
appreciation for the need to maximize the water reliability benefits of drought-resilient and sustainable
water supplies, the flexibility of adopting water use efficiency targets that are best suited to our specific
areas, regions or agencies is essential to the achievement of a more balanced and ultimately successful
approach to long-term water use efficiency.

Sincerely,

AT @)

Cari Dale
Water Utilities Director
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