November 7, 2002

To:
Distribution List


The Department of Water Resources is releasing, for public review and comment, the enclosed draft Guidebook for Implementation of Senate Bill 610 and Senate Bill 221 of 2001 to assist water suppliers, cities, and counties in integrating water and land use planning.  A copy has been added to the DWR website at: http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/DraftGuidebook.pdf.

SB 221 (Kuehl) was effective January 1, 2002.  It prohibits cities and counties from approving large subdivision proposals unless a finding is made of adequate and reliable water supply.  SB 610 (Costa) was also effective January 1, 2002.  It expands the requirement for public water systems to prepare water supply assessments for large-scale projects, requires that additional information be included in assessments, and makes related changes. 


DWR has no regulatory, permitting or any other approval authority concerning water assessments or verifications of sufficient water supply.  The draft Guidebook is an assistance tool only and has no effect on existing State law.  The information provided in the draft Guidebook is not all-inclusive and is not required to be used.  In case of any conflict between suggestions contained in the draft Guidebook and any applicable laws, those laws shall have precedence.

The draft Guidebook provides a step-by-step procedure to assist water suppliers prepare the water assessment and the written verification of water supply required by SB 610 and SB 221 respectively. 

DWR will be accepting public comments on the draft Guidebook.  Comments should be sent to the following address:



Department of Water Resources



ATTN:  Draft SB610/SB221 Guidebook, Room 313A



Post Office Box 942836



Sacramento, California  94236-0001

Or, comment by email at:




dtodd@water.ca.gov
Distribution List
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In addition, DWR will be conducting four workshops to provide assistance to agencies and organizations seeking to comply with SB 610 and SB 221.  Any comments received will be incorporated into the next update to ensure that the Guidebook is very clear and useful.  Workshops are scheduled for the City of Fresno at 8 a.m. on Friday, November 15, 2002; Eastern Municipal Water District, in Perris, California at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, November 19, 2002, the City of Sacramento at 9 a.m. on Friday, November 22, 2002; and East Bay Municipal Utility District in Oakland at  9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, December 4, 2002.  

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Hannigan

Director

Enclosure

