
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
 

2008 URBAN DROUGHT ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRM 
 

SECTION I: GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON ELIGIBILITY 
 

URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS (UWMP) AND AB 1420 
  

1. Can an Urban Water Supplier submit a 
grant application without having 
submitted a 2005 UWMP to DWR? 

No.  If an Urban Water Supplier is subject to the Urban 
Water Management Planning Act, the Urban Water 
Supplier must have submitted a 2005 UWMP to DWR 
prior to submitting a grant application. 

2. Does the UWMP criterion apply to all 
co-applicants in a joint application?  

  

Yes. All agencies subject to the UWMP Act that are 
participants in the proposed project that may receive a 
grant will be subject to the requirements of this PSP and 
must have submitted a 2005 UWMP to DWR. All co-
applicants must have a submitted UWMP by the time the 
agreement is signed between DWR and applicants. 

3. Will applicants that are Urban Water 
Suppliers and their co-applicants be 
required to comply with AB 1420? 

No.  Funding from the 2008 Urban Drought Assistance 
Grant Program provides an opportunity for Urban Water 
Suppliers to request funding for the implementation of 
BMP’s for AB 1420 compliance.  

4. What are Demand Management 
Measures? 

DWR equates DMMs with BMPs as defined by the 
CUWCC MOU as the acceptable level of DMM 
implementation.   

5. Are Urban Water Suppliers in 
compliance with BMP implementation 
eligible for PSP funds under the PSP 
criteria? 

 

Yes. Urban Water Suppliers in compliance with BMP 
implementation are eligible for PSP funds. 

6. Are Urban Water Suppliers and co-
applicants that ARE NOT in compliance 
with BMP implementation eligible for 
funding? 

Yes. Urban Water Suppliers that are not in compliance 
with BMP implementation are eligible for PSP funds. 

7. Would a project qualify as a 
Disadvantaged Community if the project 
covers multiple communities and only 
one is disadvantaged? 

Yes, providing that project benefits will focus on the 
Disadvantaged Community. Applicants are not required to 
be Disadvantaged Communities.  Disadvantaged 
Communities are encouraged to apply; qualification is 
based on the median household income of the entire 
project area.  If an applicant wishes to distinguish between 
communities in a project area, a separate proposal can be 
submitted for a project that serves only the Disadvantaged 
Community or Communities. 

8. Can an urban wholesaler include 
member agencies in the funded project? 

A wholesaler can include member agencies in the project. 



 
APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY 

 
1. Are non-water suppliers eligible for 

Urban Drought Assistance funding? 
Yes.  The following entities that are involved with water 
management are encouraged to apply: 
 
Cities; counties; cities and counties; joint power 
authorities; public water districts; tribes; non-profit 
organizations (including water management groups); other 
political subdivisions of the State; investor owned utilities 
regulated by the California Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC); mutual water companies; universities and colleges; 
State agencies; federal agencies; partnerships; 
cooperatives; and associations composed of eligible 
entities.  

2. Are private entities eligible for funding?  The only private entities eligible for funding are investor 
owned utilities regulated by the PUC and mutual water 
companies.    

3. Are public school districts eligible for 
funding? 

Public school districts are eligible for funding. 
.    

4. Are universities and colleges eligible for 
funding? 

Public universities and colleges are eligible for funding. 

5. Can entities apply as a group? Entities can apply as a group, but DWR will only execute 
the contract with one entity.  The other entities will be 
named as cooperators.  The entity that signs the contract 
must meet all eligibility requirements and takes full legal 
and fiscal responsibility for the project.  

6. What is a political subdivision of the 
state? 

Any entity which is administered by individuals, who are 
controlled by public officials and responsible to such 
officials or to the general electorate, shall be deemed to be 
a "political subdivision of the State". 

7. Is there a restriction on applying for a 
grant if the applicant wants to apply to 
do the same type of project as was done 
under a previous WUE grant? 

No.  Applicants may apply to conduct the same type of 
project as long as applicant demonstrates that the project is 
directed toward a different set of customers or a different 
community. 

 
PROJECT TYPES 

 
1. Are low flush toilet rebate projects 

eligible? 
Yes. 

2. Are project types requiring more than 2 
years for implementation eligible? 

Yes.  A maximum 2 year implementation schedule or less 
is encouraged, however projects requiring more than 2 
years for implementation will be considered. 

3. Are projects with a life span of less than 
10 years eligible for funding?    

Projects that provide benefits that last at least ten years are 
encouraged.   

4. Are large landscape projects, such as Yes.  Landscape projects are eligible.  Funded projects 



irrigation systems and landscaping 
eligible?   

must have a lifespan of 10 years or more and the project 
must clearly demonstrate improvements in water use 
efficiency. Funding will not be provided for the installation 
of new irrigation systems or landscape.  
  
Demonstration gardens that promote water use efficiency 
are eligible.  DWR will fund the purchase and installation 
of irrigation equipment and interpretive displays. Plant 
materials, mulch, soil amendments and buildings are not 
eligible for funding. 

5. Will DWR fund the installation of 
weather based controllers and other 
irrigation system devices for new 
construction? 

For new construction, DWR will fund weather-based 
evapotranspiration controllers. For public and city agencies 
the reasonable cost difference will be paid as appropriate. 

6. Are splitting meters and the installation of 
dedicated landscape meters eligible? 

Not for new construction, because dedicated meter are 
required by law. Dedicated meters for existing landscape 
are eligible.   

7. Are residential meter replacements 
eligible? 

No, meter replacement is not eligible. Meter installation in 
new and existing homes is required by law thus not 
eligible.   Meter installation in existing non-metered homes 
is eligible if it expedites implementation of meter 
installation.   

8. Are replacements of water storage tanks 
eligible for funding? 

Water storage tank replacement is eligible for funding if 
the project improves water use efficiency.  Funding is only 
provided to replace existing storage capacity.  Funding is 
not provided for increases in storage capacity. 

9. Are water system audits and leak 
detection eligible?    

Water audit and leak detection programs are eligible for 
funding. Repair and replacement programs are eligible for 
funding.    

10. Are improvements in water use 
efficiencies of water delivery systems 
eligible for funding? 

Yes. 

11. Are recycled water projects eligible for 
funding? 

No. 

12. Is the implementation of a budget based 
rate structure BMP 5 eligible? 

Yes. 

13. Is the conversion of natural grass sports 
fields to artificial grass eligible?   

Artificial turf projects will be considered only as a Pilot 
Study.  Projects must evaluate water conservation, 
environmental effects, and overall costs/benefits and 
provide information that can be utilized on a statewide 
basis.  Proposals must evaluate the water use of the entire 
site and not just the replaced turf. 

14. Will DWR fund the purchase of a mobile    
      equipment (vehicles, trucks, boats,     
      tractors, ATVs, etc) with grant funds? 

No.  The purchase of such equipment is not eligible under 
this program. 

 
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE 



 
Are areas outside the Bay Delta Watershed 
eligible for funding and if so, under which 
circumstances? 

Urban water conservation projects are eligible statewide.   
 

 
PREVAILING WAGE, LABOR CODE, AND USE OF VOLUNTEERS 

 
1. Is the applicant required to pay 

prevailing wage for work done on a 
grant project?  Are there exemptions 
from the Labor Code? 

Applicants should check with their legal staff or with the 
Department of Industrial Relations regarding their labor 
code responsibilities and labor compliance program 
requirements for public works projects.  Applicants must 
follow all applicable local, state and federal labor laws. 

2. Can volunteer labor be used as part of 
the grant project, for operations and 
maintenance activities, or for education 
awareness programs? 

Volunteers cannot be used as a part of a public works 
project.  Applicants should consult with their legal 
department or the Department of Industrial Relations.  
Labor Code Section 1720 defines public works.    

 
PROPOSAL FORMAT AND PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Where can applicants find more 

information about the California Bay-
Delta Program? 

Information can be obtained from the California   
Bay-Delta Authority website at: www.calwater.ca.gov.  

2. Does DWR want applicants to describe 
all other water use efficiency projects 
that they have completed or are 
currently implementing? 

No, describe only those projects related to DWR and 
federally funded programs and other WUE-related 
proposals currently pending review and approval. 

3. Must all funding partners be identified 
in the grant proposal? 

Yes. 

4. What level of commitment is required 
from funding partners? 

When a proposal is submitted, DWR must know who the 
cooperators will be and the role and the responsibility of 
each cooperator in the project.  At the time of contract 
execution, the cooperators will be named in the contract 
and the contractor will be responsible for ensuring the 
cooperator’s commitments.  

5. Where does the applicant list the funds 
by others such as “customer” or “project 
partner”? 

Identify cost sharing in the application questionnaire and in 
the project budget. 

6. If an applicant has an activity with both 
an agricultural and urban component, 
does DWR require the applicant to 
submit two proposals (i.e., one for each 
component)? 

No. Applicants should only submit proposals for urban 
projects.  Note, agricultural projects are not eligible for 
funding. 

http://www.calwater.ca.gov/


7. Does the applicant need to submit plans 
and specifications and a certification 
statement with the proposal?    

Upon request plans and specifications will be made 
available to DWR for all implementation projects. Plans 
and specifications must be prepared by California 
registered civil engineer and include a certifications.  

8. Is environmental documentation 
required for rebate or incentive 
programs?  

  

It is the responsibility of the applicant to determine if the 
activity is defined as a “project” under CEQA and if so, to 
follow all necessary steps in CEQA guidelines.  If an 
applicant and their legal council determine that the activity 
is not a “project” as defined by CEQA, then the applicant 
should state this.  A “project” is defined by CEQA, CCR, 
Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, section 15378 as “…the 
whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in 
either a direct physical change in the environment, or a 
reasonable foreseeable indirect physical change in the 
environment…”.    

9. Do research projects have a five year 
reporting requirement? 

No, this requirement applies to implementation type 
projects only. 

10. Does DWR require the submittal of 
confidential information such as billing 
account number, customer name, and 
customer address as part of water use 
data collection? 

DWR does not require submission of confidential customer 
information other than that which would provide sufficient 
identifying data for verification and auditing purposes. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
1. Are applicants required to participate in 

an Integrated Regional Water Plan? 
Applicants are not required but are encouraged to 
participate. 

2. Are Board resolutions required to be 
submitted with the grant application? 

Attachment 1 “Letter of Commitment” is required during 
submittal of the proposal.  Board resolutions are not 
required for the proposal phase, but may be required prior 
to contract signing for applications that are awarded funds. 

3. Can one organization submit more than 
one proposal? 

Yes. A separate application must be submitted for each 
proposal. 

4. Are residential water savings such as 
metering and home water conservation 
measures eligible projects?    

Yes. Meter installations and replacements in existing 
homes are eligible.  The purchasing of meters for new 
homes is not eligible.  If meter installation in existing 
homes is required by law, the applicant must show that the 
project will expedite the installation of the meters. 

5. Will rural communities, many of which 
have high percentages of poor and 
minority populations be considered as 
competitive applicants for the program? 

$2 million is set aside to fund projects submitted by 
Disadvantaged Communities.  No cost sharing is required. 
 
 

6. How do applicants determine if they 
meet Disadvantaged Community 

Disadvantaged Community applicants must demonstrate 
that the population served by the project has a median 



criteria?   household income less than 80% of the statewide median 
household income.  Based on the 2000 census, 80% of the 
median household income is $37,994.  Applicants must 
document the sources of information that were used for the 
calculations.   

7. Can I hire any consultant or private 
company to assist me in my project? 

The applicant must comply with all applicable laws when 
it hires private consultants to implement partially or fully 
the tasks of its project. 

8. Who owns the intellectual property 
rights resulting from the proposals? 

The State of California. 

9. Will DWR keep my proposal 
confidential? 

No. Proposals submitted to DWR will become public 
information and applicants waive any right to privacy and 
confidentiality of the proposals. 

 
SECTION II: FUNDING, BENEFITS, COSTS 

 
1. What is the amount of funding available 

in the 2008 Drought Assistance PSP for 
urban grants? 

Approximately, $12 million is available for funding in this 
cycle.   

2. What is the minimum/maximum amount 
of funding available for an urban grant?  

Programs Serving at Least 
This Many Retailers 

Are Eligible for State 
Cost-Share Grants of 

Up To 
1 $250,000
5 $1,000,000
10 $2,000,000
20 $4,000,000 

 
PROPOSAL FORMAT AND PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. What does “local cost share” include? Local cost share may include, but not limited to, in-kind 

services, local funding, grants, and corporate sponsorships.  
Local cost share funds must be from non-State sources. 

2. Under which circumstances does a local 
agency not need to produce a local cost 
share for a proposed project? 

There is a minimum of 20 percent cost-share.  A higher 
percentage of applicant’s cost-share, will likely result in a 
higher chance of receiving grant funds.  

 
BENEFITS AND COSTS 

 
1. Is the applicant required to have a cost 

share for the project?   
Applicants are required to provide a cost share, except for 
disadvantaged communities if they meet certain conditions.  
See the PSP for more information.      

2. If a proposed project addresses a water 
quality targeted benefit, how does the 
applicant quantify this benefit? 

Water quality benefits can be qualitatively described or 
quantitatively reported in Project Description Attachment 2 
and the questionnaire.  

3. The costs of a project will occur over DWR Excel table (Attachment 3) available on the web site 



the life of the project.  How should we 
annualize the project costs? 

is designed such that annualized costs over the life of the 
project are built into the calculations. You MUST enter the 
life of investment for each cost item. For example, if 
equipment is listed, its cost and its expected life must be 
entered. 

4. Will Environmental Justice issues be 
assessed in the process? 

Yes. Environmental Justice will be addressed through 
environmental review and overall review of the project.   

5. Do I have to quantify my project 
benefits? 

Applicants are required to quantify the project benefits and 
provide documentation for the claimed benefits (water 
conserved, etc.).  Applicants applying for a research type 
project are expected to estimate the potential benefits that 
can be derived from the project. 

6. What is the State benefit? This PSP provides funds to help urban communities cope 
with water shortages and drought mitigation issues.  In 
addition, State benefit can be saved water, improved in-
stream flow, improved water quality, and water use 
efficiency-related energy conservation in any part of the 
State.  

7. What items are ineligible for funding? Ineligible items are listed in the PSP.   
8. What if my proposed costs are 

overestimated?   
If the cost estimates are unreasonable, overestimated, or 
unacceptable, DWR may reject the project.   

9. Are operation and maintenance costs 
eligible for funding? 

No, O&M costs are the responsibility of the applicant.   

10. Are administration costs eligible? Administration costs of the project are eligible and 
applicants are encouraged to limit the administration costs 
to 5-10 %.  Applicants can use true administration costs as 
a local cost share match. 

  
July 8, 2008 DWR Web Cast Questions 

  
1. Would an urban water recycling project 

connecting a golf course to a water 
treatment plant to use treated water be 
eligible? 

Yes, however, funding to expand the water treatment plant 
would not be eligible. 

2. Can I get funding to install ET 
Controllers in a new housing 
development? 

For new construction, DWR will fund the difference 
between conventional and more advanced weather-based 
evapotranspiration controllers.  

3. Would the funding cap be increased for 
a non-profit organization that would be 
providing services to communities 
within a region? 

Programs Serving at Least 
This Many Retailers 

Are Eligible for State 
Cost-Share Grants of 

Up To 
1 $250,000
5 $1,000,000
10 $2,000,000
20 $4,000,000 

4. Would three water suppliers applying as 
a group be eligible? 

Applicants may apply as a regional group, however one of 
the participants must be responsible for contract signing 



and project implementation. 
5. Is there a minimum dollar amount for an 

applicant’s project? 
There is not a minimum funding limit. 

6. Is there a cost-sharing requirement? Applicants are required to provide a minimum of 20 
percent cost share.  Applicants that are disadvantaged 
communities or serving disadvantaged communities have 
no cost share requirement. 

7. My project is not ready for submission 
at this time.  What are the future funding 
opportunities? 

Future funding for urban grants may be available later this 
year.  

8. In addition to grant funding what other 
types of assistance is DWR making 
available to local water agencies to help 
with the drought? 

DWR does provide low interest loans (2.5 percent 
approximately) for agricultural water use efficiency 
projects. 

9. Can an applicant submit applications for 
more than one project? 

Applicants can submit one application for several projects, 
or submit several applications each for a particular project.  

 


