
State Facilities 

State agencies can conserve water in many of the same ways that everyone saves water at home, and state parks, 
office buildings, and freeway landscapes hold much greater potential for water savings than a household.  Here 
are some of the water-saving steps suggested for state agencies:

Office Buildings

• Make sure restroom fixtures are in good repair and not leaking.
• Check the water meter when there is no water usage to detect leaks. 
• If there is landscaping, check the irrigation system for broken or misaligned sprinkler heads and adjust 

the irrigation timer to avoid runoff and to deliver only what the plants need.  Many local water suppliers 
can help by providing water audits.

• Plan ahead and budget for things like replacement of plumbing fixtures with more efficient models or 
landscape modifications to reduce water use including more efficient irrigation controllers or low-water-
using plants.

• Install electrical conductivity controllers in cooling towers to improve water use efficiency.

All Landscapes

• Landscape irrigation offers more potential for water savings than any other urban water use.  As a first 
step, check systems for leaks, broken sprinkler heads, overspray, and runoff.

• Schedule irrigation to deliver only what the plants need based on the soil and evapotranspiration rate. 
• Irrigate during the morning or evening when evaporation is lower. 
• Invest in soil moisture sensors or weather-based irrigation controllers that will deliver water precisely.
• Adjust irrigation system sprinklers to put water where needed.
• Remove weeds. 
• Mow lawns higher. 
• Control water runoff on slopes. 

Large Landscapes (parks with lawn areas, freeway borders, etc.)

• Re-landscape with low-water-using plants where lawn is not needed.
• Install multiple meters at large facilities to monitor water use more closely.
• Monitor plant water use and irrigate only to meet plant needs.  The Department of Water Resources has 

an automated system of weather stations that provide this information nearly statewide – the California 
Irrigation Management Information System, or CIMIS.

Special Applications

• Food service facilities can wash full loads in the dishwasher, replace old machines with high-efficiency 
dishwashers, and replace pre-rinse nozzles with high-efficiency nozzles to clean dishes.

• Laundries can wash full loads in clothes washers or reduce water volume for partial loads, invest in more 
efficient washing machines.  

• Restaurants and cafeterias should serve water only on request.

Other Tips

•      Form an employee “Green Team” to identify and help implement water and energy efficient measures.
• Call your water supplier to see what assistance they may be able to give. Some water suppliers offer 

water conservation assistance to large customers like state agencies.  
• Encourage employees to report leaks and problems with plumbing and irrigation equipment.
• Follow up if problems are not repaired.  
• Seek suggestions from employees for ways to save water.

Long - Term Actions

• Investigate opportunities for the use of gray water and recycled water. 
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Employees

State workers can take the conservation ethic home and save water around the house: 

Kitchen

• Keep a pitcher of water in the fridge for cold drinking water instead of running the tap.
• Wash fruits and vegetables in a bowl instead of under running water.
• Thaw foods in the refrigerator, not under running water.
• Install aerators on faucets to reduce flow.
• Wash full loads in dishwashers. 

Bathroom

• Turn off the faucet when brushing teeth or shaving.
• Install a showerhead that lets you turn off water while soaping up.
• Check toilets for leaks by placing food coloring in the tank; if color shows up in the bowl without flushing, 

there is a leak, most likely with the flapper valve.
• Replace gaskets, flapper valve or other worn parts in toilets.
• Take shorter showers and shallow baths.
• Don’t use the toilet as a wastebasket.
• Replace old toilets with new low-flush models. Your local water supplier may offer rebates and incentives for 

new toilets.

Laundry Room

• Run the clothes washer with full loads only. 

Outdoors

• Adjust sprinklers so that they are level, the right height and spray the right direction and eliminate runoff into 
the gutter.

• Put a layer of mulch down in the garden to keep soil moisture in and weeds out.
• Adjust the sprinkler timer as the weather changes.
• Install a rain shut-off sensor on the irrigation controller.
• Sweep pavement and driveways instead of hosing them down. 
• Water at night or early morning to prevent excessive evaporation.
• Don’t water when windy or raining.
• Don’t flood gutters – make sure water is applied slowly enough to soak in and not run off. 
• Don’t over-water – every third day is usually enough. 
• Avoid use of hoses without a shutoff valve. 
• Use an automatic shutoff nozzle when washing cars or go to a water recycling car wash.
• Check your pool and equipment for leaks.
• Cover swimming pools to reduce evaporation. 

Other Tips

• Call your water supplier to see what assistance they may be able to give. Some water suppliers offer water 
wise house calls, rebates and free water saving devices.  

• Fix leaks and problems with plumbing and irrigation equipment.

Long Term Actions

• Replace water using appliances such as dish washers and clothes washers with high-efficiency Energy Star 
models that save energy and use less water.

• Plant low-water-using trees and shrubs. 
• Reduce the size of your lawn area.  
• Replace worn and inefficient sprinklers with efficient equipment.
• Replace standard toilets with high-efficiency models.

For more information visit DWR’s Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers web site:  http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/
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