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RECOMMENDATION 

At the Noven-~ber 17, 2009 meeting, the Planning Commission considered the request of the 
Madera County Planning Department to adopt a countywide Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance in compliance with Assembly Bill 1881. The Commission on a vote of 5-0 
recommended approval to the Board of Supervisors. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

This hearing is to consider the request of the Madera County Planning Department for a 
Zoning Ordinance Text Change (CZ #2009-015) to adopt a Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance in compliance with Assembly Bill 1881. 

SUMMARY 

This item was brought before the Madera County Board of Supervisors as an informational 
item at the January 13, 2009 meeting. At that time the Board's direction was for staff to begin 
to develop Madera County's own Water Landscape Efficiency Ordinance while continuing to 
monitor the State Department of Water Resources (DWR) Model Ordinance (Exhibit B). The 
Department of Water Resources adopted the Model Ordinance on September 10, 2009. It 
should be noted that the DWR was required by Assembly Bill 1881 to have the Model 
Ordinance adopted by January 1, 2009. 

Assembly Bill 1881 allows each local agency to adopt their own Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance so long as it is as efficient as DWR's Model Ordinance. The Planning Department 
has prepared an Ordinance for your consideration (Exhibit A) that we feel meets the mandates 
under Assembly Bill 1881. The requirement of AB 1881 is to have the attached Ordinance in 
place by January 1, 2010. If the Board of Supervisors fails to adopt a Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance by January 1, 2010 then DWR's Model Ordinance will a~~tomatically 
become effective for Madera County. 
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We have deviated from the State's model ordinance to allow more flexibility for Madera County 
residents. In the proposed ordinance we are not requiring the developer or homeowner to hire 
a certified landscape architect or a certified irrigation auditor as is the requirement of the State 
Model Ordinance. Staff believes this places a financial hardship on the public during this 
current economic decline. We have left it the responsibility of the Planning Director to 
determine if the landscape submittals are sufficient to meet the requirements of the proposed 
Ordinance. 

It is recommended that the maximum allowed landscaped area for single family dwellings be 
restricted to 4,500 square feet. If an individual property owner desires to exceed 4,500 square 
feet in landscaped area he can petition the Planning Director through a Variance process to 
exceed that amount. However, at that time the individual must comply with all aspects of the 
County Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. Staff will administer this proposed ordinance 
through conditioning land use entitlements before the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors, thereby eliminating a separate permit processing fee for landscape permits. For 
those projects not requiring an entitlement the process will be handled through the building 
permit process. 

It is imperative for Madera County to be the lead in water conservation for the Central Valley. 
If the County is not at the front of water planning the potential is there for the State or Federal 
Government to step in and decide the Counties fate in regards to water availability. Madera 
County is experiencing drastic water shortages not only in the western farmland of the County 
but also in the eastern valley and foothill communities. 

Assembly Bill 1881 was authored to reduce the amount of waste resulting in poorly maintained 
and installed irrigation systems. With the Counties aquifers and fractured ground water 
continuing to decline it is imperative that we become proactive. The proposed ordinance is the 
first step in reducing water waste from landscaped areas. We are in a climate that produces 
minimal precipitation on a countywide basis, so it is important to conserve and save where 
possible. Assembly Bill 1881 does not only force local agencies to adopt water efficient 
landscape ordinance but also mandates the California Energy Commission to consult with the 
Department of Water Resource (DWR) and by January 1, 2010 adopt regulation that set 
performance standards and labeling requirements for landscape irrigation equipment. 
Assembly Bill 1881 bans the sale of certain landscape irrigation equipment after January 1, 
2012, if the equipment does not meet the standards adopted by DWR and the Califorr~ia 
Energy Commission. 

Assembly Bill If the Board of Supervisors fails to approve a Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance by January 1, 2010 then DWR's Model Ordinance will become effective for Madera 
County and must be followed. 

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING SUMMARY AND ACTION 

Matthew Treber, Planner Ill, presented the staff report and recommended approval. 
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Commissioner Kellner and Chairman Wright discussed the Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance. 

Chairman Wright opened the public hearing. 

Dale Drozen questioned whether the proposal was a Rezone or an Ordinance. It was clarified 
by staff that this is a zoning text amendment in the form of an Ordinance. 

Sandra Bell questioned the square footage of permitted landscaped area. 

Bob Fevare questioned how a homeowners association will be affected by Ordinance. 

Staff replied it does not affect existing landscaped areas. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

-The hearing was closed. 

On motion by Commissioner Kellner, second by Commissioner Holley, it was ordered to 
approve the application of Madera County Planning Department for a Zoning Ordinance Text 
Change (CZ #2009-015) to adopt the Madera County Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance in 
accordance with Assembly Bill 1881. The motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0 in favor. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Approval of the recorr~mended action will not have a negative financial impact to the County's 
General Fund. 

































 



 



 


