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COMMENTS: PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE MODEL WATER 
EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 
 
 
Section 490.1 Applicability. 
(a)5. Existing cemeteries, many of them run by private, for-profit companies, are some of 
the worst offenders as regards water waste. They should not be exempted from Section 
493.1 but treated the same as schools and other landscaped areas over one acre. Section 
493.2 prohibiting water waste should also be applied to cemeteries. 
 
(b)4. Plant collections should be more widely interpreted to include all native plant 
collections, in public or private gardens. This will provide additional incentives to retain 
and/or install water-thrifty indigenous plants with temporary irrigation systems. 
 
An additional impediment to planting desert natives would be removed if native plantings 
were exempted – soil tests which will show that our arid soils require organic matter for 
moisture and nutrient retention will have been avoided. Coachella Valley and high desert 
agencies specify that desert natives must be planted in native soils which are required for 
healthy growth.  
 
Section 492.7 Irrigation Design Plan. 
(b)7. Irrigation consultants should be removed as signatories. There are no certifications or 
other verification of qualifications for this group. 
 
Section 492.9. Certificate of Completion. 
Previously struck information was omitted from the ordinance. The original referenced 
preliminary and final inspections. 
 
Section 492.12 Irrigation Audit, Irrigation Survey and Irrigation Wataer Use 
Analysis.  
(a). Irrigation Association standards were omitted for auditing. They are needed to insure 
that meaningful audits are performed uniformly. 
 
Other comments: 
We feel that this process remains burdensome and costly, with enforcement unlikely to be 
implemented by many local agencies who are not water purveyors. The additional 
requirement of costly soil tests, and the use of mulch and soil amendments is not 
appropriate for native desert landscapes. Soil testing is simply not available in many 
locations. Additionally, we feel that waivers should be available for communities that can 
demonstrate very low water use.  
 
Prepared by Deborah Bollinger, CLIA, CID 
Principal, Bollinger Consulting Group 
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