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Kent: 
  
EBMUD will be submitting comments formally soon.  I prepared several draft comments and management is 
considering.  In thinking about the model ordinance it has a lot of good information in it but it misses the most 
essential point of how to enforce it.  I know the enforcement issue is tricky but more thought should be put into 
recommending how cities might enforce it particularly if they don’t have expertise or funds.  The feed back we are 
getting from cities is that if they can’t afford to enforce it, may cities may simply ignore it like many did with the 
previous version.   
  
Another general comment is that it is very complicated.  Partly perhaps because irrigating efficiently is 
complicated. While focusing on what I thought would work I was able to reduce the entire ordinance to five 
Articles and I fit it all on one page.  I do not think I will submit this revision seriously but strangely I think my 
revised ordinance would really work and includes both new and existing landscapes, is cost effective, self 
enforcing, does not require cities to have special expertise or budget to enforce, does not require water purveyor 
to raise rates, I believe concept would be embraced by green industry and I believe it would significantly reduce 
irrigation water use and point source runoff and pollution.  The revision represents my personal view and not that 
of EBMUD.  Is there any part of it that has any merit? 
  
  
scott sommerfeld 
ebmud: water conservation representative 
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State Model Landscape Water Efficient Ordinance   
 
Article 1: MAXIMUM WATER ALLOWANCE (New construction or major upgrade installed 
January 1, 2010 or after) 
Landscapes (2,500 s.f. or larger) shall require a dedicated irrigation water meter and shall be designed, 
installed, maintained and managed with the lowest practical inches of applied water, but in no case shall 
the applied annual water exceed 75% of reference evapo-transpiration (ET) including the establishment 
period.  Local agency will assess excess usage charge per Article 5. 
 
Article 2: MAXIMUM WATER ALLOWANCE (Existing non-residential projects installed 
December 31, 2009 or before) 
Landscapes (2,500 s.f. or larger) shall be maintained and managed with the lowest practical inches of 
applied water, but in no case shall the applied annual water exceed the percent of reference evapo-
transpiration (ET) for the year indicated in the following table.  Local agency will assess excess usage 
charge per Article 5: 

The applied annual water shall not 
exceed the percent of reference 
(ET) for the year indicated. 

Lower water use to 
percent indicated by 
this year 

 The applied annual water shall not 
exceed the percent of reference 
(ET) for the year indicated. 

Lower water use to 
percent indicated by 
this year 

120 % 2010  96 % 2018 
117 % 2011  93 % 2019 
114% 2012  90 % 2020 
111 % 2013  87 % 2021 
108 % 2014  84 % 2022 
105 % 2015  81 % 0223 
102 % 2016  78 % 2024 
99 % 2017  75 % 2025 

 
Article 3:  DATA COLLECTION AND COLABORATION  
Local agencies shall make arrangements with local water purveyor(s) to obtain consumption data and 
convert gallons to inches of water applied.  Local water agencies shall make arrangements with DWR, 
local water purveyor or other local weather source to obtain, store and distribute daily, monthly and annual 
reference ET. 
 
Article 4:  WATER WASTE PROHIBITION 
Overspray and wind drift shall not exceed 18 inches beyond the target area.  Target area is the area 
intended to be irrigated.  Runoff that results in the free flow of water or does not completely evaporate 
within on 30 minutes after end of irrigation shall be subject to a fine of 25 dollars per occurrence.  
Enforcement shall be by existing local agency code compliance department.  Does not have to be strictly 
enforced, just threat of occasional enforcement. 
 
Article 5:  EXCESS USSAGE CHARGE 
Projects installed under the new ordinance that apply more than 75% of the annual reference ET 
(Percentage for existing sites per Article 2) shall pay the local agency an excess usage charge once 
annually per the following table: 

Irrigated Landscape Area (Square 
Feet) 

Dollars per inch of applied water 
above 75% of annual reference ET 

2,500 to 4,999 $100 
5,000 to 9,999 $200 
10,000 to 49,999 $1,000 
50,000 to 99,999 $2,000 
100,000 to 499,999 $4,000 
500,000 to 1,999,999 $20,000 
More than 1 million $25,000 

 


