
Colvin, Judith 

From: mweo-bounces@water.ca.gov on behalf of Peter Schultze-Allen [pschultze-
allen@ci.emeryville.ca.us]

Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 5:51 PM

To: mweo@water.ca.gov

Cc: Patrick D O'Keeffe; Maurice Kaufman

Subject: [MWEO] Comments on the Draft Model Water Efficient LandscapeOrdinance

Page 1 of 1

9/3/2008

Dear California Department of Water Resources Staff:
  
The City of Emeryville amended it’s municipal code over two years ago to require the use of compost as the 
preferred soil amendment in new public and private landscapes in the City. We require a minimum of three cubic 
yards of compost per 1000 sq.ft. of landscape. The allowed compost products are specified per City standards 
and the threshold is for irrigated landscapes over 5,000 sq.ft in size. The compost requirement has been accepted 
by the development community as a reasonable and cost effective method of amending soils. Plants have been 
performing well from anecdotal evidence. Compost has significant health benefits for the soil as well as 
conserving water. 
  
The City therefore recommends that the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance include a similar 
requirement for compost as a soil amendment. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Peter Schultze-Allen 
Environmental Analyst 
City of Emeryville, Public Works Department 
1333 Park Ave, Emeryville, CA 94608 
510-596-3728 
  


