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Riverside County Water-Efficient Landscape Ordinance was developed in 2006 
through the Riverside County Water Task Force which includes members of the 
County Board of Supervisors, BIA, water purveyors, Farm Bureau, Riverside Land 
Conservancy, and others. (Hand Out: Ordinance No. 859) 

Establishes the County's water efficient landscape requirements for commercial, 
industrial, multi-family projects, and single family tract home development. 

Requires a minimum 20% reduction in new development Maximum Annual Water 
Allowance or more as may be required by state legislation. 

lrrigation systems must be designed to prevent runoff, over-spray, low-head 
drainage, etc. All irrigation systems to be equipped with "smart" controllers, a rain 
sensing device, anti-drain check valves, and a pressure regulator. Irrigation plans 
shall identify certain standard plan components and incorporate use of recycled 
water. 

Landscaping plans follow the Riverside County Guide to California Friendly 
Landscaping (Hand Out: Landscaping Guide) and the California Friendly Plant 
List. Plants with different water needs shall be grouped in different hydrozones 
and irrigated on separate valves. 

Landscaping plans are required to include a Water Budget. 

Landscaping plans are required to have two irrigation schedules: plant 
establishment period and the other for the mature landscape. Plans shall 
incorporate the use of mulch, appropriate soil amendments, and plant selection. 
Plans must identify and cite certain standard plan components. 

Requires that plans be reviewed by independent landscape architect. 

Allows for inspections before, during, and after landscape installation. 

County is working with the Water Task Force to: 

1. Encourage other jurisdictions to adopt Water-Efficient Landscape 
Ordinances similar to the County's 

2. Determine how the State's Water-Efficient Landscape Ord. varies from 
the County's Water-Efficient Landscape Ordinance. 



+g At this time, the County of Riverside presents the following comments on the 
State's Draft Ordinance: 

1. Applicability: 

A. Section 430.3 of the draft ordinance sets the threshold of 
applicability at projects that include 2,500 square feet of 
landscaping or greater. Therefore, the State's Model Water 
Efficient Water Ordinance will significantly affect the cost to 
process and track most of our commercial, industrial, and 
residential development projects. 

B. Often, Local Agencies will review and approve developer- 
installed front-yard typical landscaping for multiple single-family 
tract homes under one permit. While individual landscaped 
front-yard lots would not meet the 2,500 square foot standard 
mentioned in Section 430.3 (b), in the aggregate, the subject 
oermit a ~ ~ r o v a l  mav exceed the State's standard. It is unclear 
hs to hbw the State's standard would apply in such 
circumstances. The County recommends that the standard 
apply to individual lots rather than the aggregate landscaped 
area under the permit in question. 

C. Section 490.3 (d) indicates that the Irrigation Audit component 
of the draft Ordinance would apply to existing landscaping. No 
data base exists within the County that tracts existing 
landscaping. To develop such a data base for a County that is 
approximately 7,310 square miles in size would present a 
significant, unfunded cost. We urge the state to explore other 
ways of achieving this objective. 

2. Definition of Local Auencv [Section 491 (341: The Local Agency is 
defined as a local land use authority that is responsible for permit 
approval, plan check, and design review for a project. However, in 
various sections of the Draft State Ordinance, it implies that the Local 
Agency has water use authority (e.g. Section 492.4 (5)). Since 
not all Local Agencies have this authority, the County of Riverside 
recommends that the State review this ambiguity, consult with lead 
agencies who do not have water service capabilities, and revise this 
definition to more accurately define the role of Local Agency vs. Water 
Purveyor. 

3. Landscape Documentation and Water Efficient Landscape Worksheet 
Components fSection 492.1 and 492.6 respectivelvl: The 
requirements of these two sections appears to be excessive for. The 
County recommends that the State work with a subcommittee of Local 
Agencies to streamline these requirements so that they are more 
relevant to the land use development process. 



4. On-qoinq Landscape lrriqation Audit Component [Section 493.1 (3) 
and (4)1: This appears to be a complex, unfunded mandate that would 
be costly to local jurisdictions and property owners. It is unclear what 
is intended to be accomplished with the data collected. 

Many Local Agencies lack the resources to implement such on-going 
audits and to compile and analyze the resulting data. We question if 
this objective may better handled by the appropriate water purveyor 
who has the ability to more directly deal with the end-user on an on- 
going basis. Water purveyors may also have better access to the 
statistical information required. 

5. Public Education Component [Section 492.181: Through the 
Conditions of Approval for projects, the County can and often does 
require that certain water-efficient landscaping materials be provided 
to homeowners and property maintenance firms. However, we deal 
largely with developers and builders in the project entitlement process 
rather than the end-user. Since the targeted audience appears to be 
the end-user, the Local Agency requirement in Section 492.18 (a) may 
be better served by water purveyors, or collaborative partnerships 
between Local Agencies and water purveyors, who deal with the end- 
user through meters and water bills. Today, many of our local water 
purveyors have exemplary public outreach materials, web sites, and 
public gardens that address water-efficient landscaping. 

The County would like to be added to any mailing lists created to disseminate responses to 
comments and/or future revisions to the State's model landscape ordinance. 
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