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N, CITYOF

e LAMESA

# IFWEL of eha HILLS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
March 25, 2008

Jody Colvin

Department of Water Resources

Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers
P.0. Bax 842836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Re: Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
Dear Jody Calvin;

The City of La Mesa, located in San Diego County, reviewed the Depariment of
Water Resources Mode| Water Efficient lLandscape Ordinance required by
AB 1881. We agree that chgnges are needed to increase water use efficiency in
landscape irrigation. We hope for a regional model landscape ordinance that
that can be effectively implemented by the appropriate local water autharities,

While we support the concept of improved water conservation, a number of
questions and issues came up in our review of the Model Water Efficient
Landscape Crdinance, as follows: .

1. The maodel ordinance does not diffareniiate between single~-family houses
and larger commercial, industrial and multi-family development projects.
We do not review landscaping plans for single~family homes, but we do far
larger projects, ,

2. With the water quality measures being implemented by the State and the
RWQCR we are asking for more landscaping and permeable areas to
minimize and treat runoff. With the costly apd burdensome requirements
of the new ordinanece, devslopers and homeowners will ook for ways to
keep their |andscape to & minimum so as not to have to hire a soils
specialist, prepare plans and reports that may cost more than the initial
landscape project, pay for and participate in annual audits, etc.

3. [tis not clear in the model ordinance which juriediction or loca) agenocy will
bear the responsibility and cost for implementing the water conservation
pracess and reguirements. The term "agency” in not defined within the
ordinancs, however the ordinance does state that it applies {o all
agencies, cities or counties and charter cities. With the City of La Mesa

HI30ALLISONAVENUE = LA MESA, CASI941 = TEL 64]9667.1177 FAX; 619.667.1380

Recajved 03-27-2008 01:48pm From-519 6671388 To=DPLA Fage 102



MAR. 27 . 268 2 dePM COMM DEV/PL-ENG DEPTS NO,. 479 P.3-3

having a separate water agency (Helix Water District) is it implied that if
Helix gs the lead agency for enforcing this ardinance. adaopts their own
ordinance, the City is covered or does the City need to adopt Helix's
Ordinance as well?

4. The ordinance would place conditions on the Building Department upon
issuance of Certificates of Completion and Cccoupancy. Landscaping is
the last thing to be installed and Certificatss of Completion and
Occupancy are typically granted before the landscaping has been
completed.

5. Additional technical inspection sefvices, technical studies such as a soils
analysis report, water usage studies, and annual water audits would be
required for projects. The City does not have the resoureces, expertise or
the ability to provide thaese services and review these types of studies.

- Thank you for the cpportunity to review and comment on the Model Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance proposed by the State of California Department of
Water Resources. We look forward to sseing revisions which will incorporate
commaents and address the outlined concerns, You may contact Sanior Flanner
Chris Jacabs in the Community Development Depariment at 618-667-1188 for
any clarificatians needed regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

%C opyk

Planning & Development Services Director

oo Mark Weston, Helix Water District
Sandra Kerl, City Manager
David B, Witf, Aszistant City Manager/Cammunity Development Directar
Greg Humorg, City Englnaar/Public Weorks Director
Jassie Wu, Byllding Official

EAB ChopyldDWR Landseaps Cemmenis 3-24-08.dec

L8]

Received 03-27-2008 01:48pm From-619 B6TI380 To=DPLA Page G03



