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March 26, 2008

State of California

Department of Water Resources

Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers
Attention: Judy Colvin

901 P Street, Room 313A

Sacramento, CA 95814

Submitted via e-mail to; mweo@water.ca.gov

Re: Revisions to Water Efficient Model Landscape Ordinance-Comment Summary

To All Interested Stakeholders:

Since its beginnings 75 years ago, Rain Bird Corporation has been committed to The
Intelligent Use of Water™. Its origins are based on the ingenuity of a citrus farmer looking for a
better way to irrigate his orchards, one that used this precious resource more efficiently. That
commitment has been maintained throughout its history and is a driving force in its mission and
strategies today.

Rain Bird applauds the work and leadership in the effort to maximize the efficiency of
landscape irrigation water use represented by the development of the Water Efficient Model
Landscape Ordinance.

We fully support all of the Irrigation Association’s positions and suggestions submitted
recently to the Department of Water Resources by Andrew Smith, External Affairs Director.
While all of the comments in the Irrigation Association’s submittal are important, there is one to
which we would like to call special attention.

In the early 1990’'s CA AB325 required the development of a similar water efficient
model landscape ordinance. In the model ordinance developed, a water factor of 0.8 was
required. At the time, there was significant disagreement regarding the appropriateness of this
water factor. There was no science on which to base its appropriateness. However, the water
factor of 0.8 was included over the objections of many in the landscape irrigation industry.

Our understanding is that the inclusion of the proposed 0.7 water factor in this ordinance
is based in part on the logic that fifteen years or more have passed since the 0.8 water factor
was introduced and on the belief that irrigation technology must have improved in this time.
Therefore, it is erroneously believed by some that changing the water factor to 0.7 must be
reasonable. It is true that irrigation technology has improved to some degree over this time.
However, the appropriateness of the original 0.8 water factor has never been studied
scientifically and has had very limited, if any enforcement. So, in the absence of any scientific
evidence and limited or no practical application of the contested 0.8 water factor, the logic that
the 0.7 water factor must now be achievable has no valid basis.

We recommend, as does the Irrigation Association, that the scientific study mandated by
AB 1881 be conducted to determine the appropriate water factor. We also recommend that the
0.8 water factor be included in this model ordinance and that it be enforced so that the results of
practical application can be discovered. Once this information is available, a change to the
water factor can be reasonably considered.
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Rain Bird has been and will be very supportive of all reasonable actions to improve the
efficient use of landscape irrigation water. In fact, we believe it is essential for the future
success of the irrigation industry. We also want regulation that is effective, practical and
enforceable. We do not believe the change to the 0.7 water factor is appropriate for this model
ordinance and may result in little or no enforcement as is the case with the current model
ordinance. That result would be detrimental to the goal of improving the efficient use of
landscape irrigation water that we all share.

Sincerely,

fh

Ron Wolfarth

Director

Landscape Irrigation Division
Rain Bird Corporation

(520) 741-6539
rwolfarth@rainbird.com
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