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Attn: Judy Colvin  
Department of Water Resources  
Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers  
P.O. Box 942836  
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001  

Dear Ms. Colvin,  

Please find below the comments from the City of San José Environmental Services Department, Water 
Resources Division, regarding DWR's proposed amended Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.  
Please add me to your distribution for notices for responses and/or revisions made by DWR. 

Sincerely,  

Alice Ringer  
Environmental Services Specialist  
Water Conservation  
Environmental Services Department, City of San José  
3025 Tuers Road, San Jose CA 95121  
Phone 408-363-4708  
Fax 408-277-4954  
Email alice.ringer@sanjoseca.gov  

-------------------------------  

Comments submitted by City of San José Environmental Services Department, Water Resources 
Division  

General comments and questions  

1. Please make available on your website the minutes or meeting notes from the past stakeholder 
input meetings.  

2. Please extend the comment period for this review.  It is not sufficient time to include the review 
by all applicable departments (planning, code enforcement, etc.) and to include review by 
businesses and residents that will be affected by the new ordinance.  

3. If you cannot extend the comment period for this review, please incorporate a longer comment 
period for the next round of review.  
 

Specific concerns  

1. It's not clear if there is an exemption or different ETo adjustment factor for "recreational areas" (as 



defined in the Ordinance).  The old ordinance had this in Section 492.6 and the new ordinance 
proposes to delete this language but it's not clear what the new requirement is for "recreational 
areas".  

2. The new requirements apply to existing landscaped areas equal to or greater than 2,500 square 
feet. The added cost for local agencies to implement (and especially enforce) the requirements for 
existing landscapes less than 10,000 sf is not cost-efficient given the water savings that would be 
achieved for the existing landscapes of that size.  

3. The documentation package requirements are burdensome for those who are doing homeowner-
installed landscapes.   
 

Alice Ringer  
Environmental Services Specialist  
Water Conservation  
Environmental Services Department, City of San José  
3025 Tuers Road, San Jose CA 95121  
Phone 408-363-4708  
Fax 408-277-4954  
Email alice.ringer@sanjoseca.gov  
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