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Dear Mr. Eching,  
  
I am a landscape designer in Southern California and I have a question about the updated text to the 
Model Ordinance.  I noticed that the calculations for MAWA and EWU have changed on the Water 
Efficient Worksheet.  These seem to work out better for existing landscapes that have a large quantity of 
turf such as a sports field.  I understand these would be considered Special Landscape Areas.  In the old 
system, there was really no way for these types of landscapes to limit their water application to below 
the MAWA.  Under these calculations, the SLAs are accounted for and the landscaper has a real number 
to measure use against.  So my question is:  why hasn't the MAWA calculation for existing landscapes 
changed as well?  It seems like this would be a more useful number in this type of situation.  I appreciate 
any information you may be able to provide regarding this question. 
  
Thank you,  
  
Erin Lybeck 
bmla  
Landscape Architecture 
310 North Joy Street 
Corona, Ca 92879 
T: 951.737.1124 ex.114 
F: 951.737.6551 
www.bmla.net 
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