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Please accept the attached comments from the Chino Basin Water Conservation District as part of the 
DWR Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance development process. 
  
Please contact me for further clarification or information if needed. 
› 
ZxÜÜç YÉÉàx 
Assistant General Manager 

› 
gfoote@cbwcd.org 
Chino Basin Water Conservation District 
4594 San Bernardino St. 
Montclair, CA 91763 
909-267-3230 Phone 
909-626-5974 FAX 
  



Chino Basin Water Conservation District 
December 22,2008 

Ref: 2008-127 
Chino Basin Water Conservation District's Comments on the 
Modified Text of the Proposed Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

Mr. Simon Eching 
Office o f  Water Use Efficiency and Transfers 
Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

Dear Mr. Eching, 

The Chino Basin Water conservation District (CBWCD) supports the implementation o f  a 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance and appreciates the opportunity of providing 
additional input into the development of a successful Model Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance. CBWCD is pleased with the modifications the Department of Water Resources 
has made to the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance as a result o f  its previous 
public hearing and comment process. 

CBWCD provides the following comments specifically related to sections o f  the Modlfied 
Text of the Proposed Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance in an effort to provide 
clarification and ease implementation. 

Section 491.f Definitions (and referenced extensively throughout the draft) 
f. "certified landscape irrigation auditor" should be expanded t o  include persons trained - 
under programs from other officially recognized organizations, including the 
EPAIWaterSense program o r  public agencies where quality training standards are in place, 
as well as by accredited educational institutions o r  professional trade organizations. 

Section 492.9 
These sections provide a prescriptive process for determining that the irrigation 

system has been installed correctly. 
Section 6 deals with a preliminan/ inspection of the trench and pipe in the trench prlor to 
the trench being closed. This inspection is allowed to be performed by the homeowner. 
CBWCD questions whether homeowners are qualified to perform this inspection and 
whether this is a viable inspection option. 
Section 7 requiresa final inspection and sign off by a landscape architect, certified 
irrigation designer, or licensed contractor t o  certify that the system has been installed per 
the landscape documentation package. Homeowners are not qualified t o  perform this 
inspection and "certified landscape irrigation auditot" are not allowed to perform this final 
inspection. 
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Section 8 requires an irrigation audit by a certified auditor who is to provide the audit 
report for use in confirming compliance in the Certificate of Completion package but is not - 
allowed to make any inspections. 

The purpose of the above sections appears to be to ensure the system has been installed 
properly, is operating uniformly and efficiently with minimal overspray or runoff that 
causes overland flow. The final determination of this compliance appears to be the 
"certified landscape irrigation auditor". Is it redundant to  require the aoolicant to oerform . . 
6,7, and 8 when the purpose of these sections is #8? At a minimum #7 and #8 should be 
combined allowing for the "certified landscape irrigation auditor" to perform any 
inspections necessary. No. 8 on i ts  own as written may meet the desired goal of being able 
to ensure the system has been installed properly, is operating uniformly and efficiently 
with minimal overspray or runoff that causes overland flow by itself. 

Section 492.12.a and Section 493.1.c 
Requires landscape irrigation audits shall comply with the "Irrigation Association Certified 
Landscape Auditor Training Manual (2004 or most current edition)". By incorporating it by 
reference eliminates other qualified local or regional program guides that meet or exceed 
quality standards. As an example, local needs may require training at higher skill levels on 
low volume irrigations systems (drip). Training classes focused on large overhead 
irrigations systems where catch can and uniformity tests are performed may not 
necessarily provide adequate information on how to incorporate drip systems into water 
budget development, in overall system uniformity calculations or the current Best 
Management Practices of auditing low volume irrigation systems. 

Section 492.12.c.1 
C-1. Requires the irrigation audit report to include verification of "minimal overspray or - 
runoff that does not cause overland flow". lrrigation auditors have no police power to 

enforce that requirement. lrrigation reports are based on information found a t  the site on 

the date and time of the test. Should overspray and runoff be found as a result of the 

audit, the report will identify the area of non compliance. It should then become the 

responsibility of the local agency with the enforcement power to have the situation 

corrected and validated as corrected by a re-audit and new report showing compliance. 

Chino Basin Water Conservation District would also like to take this opportunity to endorse 

the comments provided by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California in i ts  

most recent letter to you. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to  provide comments into this important process. 

Sincerely, 

h- UNoa bb 
General Manager 
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