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12/29/2008

Please see the attached PDF file for the City of Pittsburg comments on the Model Water Efficient Ordinance.
  
  
Jason Burke 
Assistant Planner 
City of Pittsburg 
t. (925) 252-4122 
f. (925) 252-4814 
  
65 Civic Avenue 
Pittsburg CA, 94565 
  



City of Pittsburg 
Development Services Department 
65 Civic Avenue 
Pittsburg, CA 94565-3814 

December 26,2008 

ATTN: Simon Eching 
Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers 
Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

RE: Written Comments on Proposed Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

Dr. Simon Eching: 

The City of Pittsburg reviewed responses to key public comments and proposed 
modifications to the February 8, 2008 Proposed Regulation for Water Efficient 
Landscaping, and has the following comments: 

Recycled Water 
The Model Ordinance should contain consistent requirements for the use of recycled 
water. For example, the requirements for the Landscape Design Plan (section 
492.6[a][2][B]) for water features state "Where available, recycled water shall be used 
as the source for decorative water features." However, section 492.14(b) of the Model 
Ordinance states "irrigation systems and decorative water features shall use recycled 
water unless a written exemption has been granted by the local water agency stating 
that recycled water meeting all public health codes and standards is not available and 
will not be available for the foreseen future." 

In cases where recycled water is not available, requiring a written exemption for all 
irrigation systems will create an undue administrative burden in cases where no 
recycled water is available or the extension of recycled water to the irrigation system is 
not feasible. Changing the text to be consistent with section 492.6(a)(2)(B), requiring 
the use of recycled water where available, is a more reasonable approach. 

Soil Amendments 
Under section 492.6(3)(D), Mulch and Amendments, the Model Ordinance states that 
soil amendments shall be incorporated according to the recommendations of the soil 
report and what is appropriate for the plant selected. These requirements have the 
potential to overlap and conflict with existing NPDES requirements that also require soil 
specifications for stormwater integrated management practices (IMPS) related to 
infiltration and percolation rates. This duplication in soil amendment requirements has 
the potential to create conflicts when stormwater infiltration soil rates conflict with soil 
water retention for water conservation purposes. 

jcolvin
Text Box
Comment 028.1

jcolvin
Text Box
Comment 028.2



Please contact Dana Hoggatt of the City's Planning Division (925) 252-4920 with any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 
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Jason Burke 
Assistant Planner 

cc: Dana Hoggatt 
File 




