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12/30/2008

For your consideration, attached are Eastern Municipal Water District's comments on the proposed State Model 
Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance revision. 
  
Thank you,  
  
Elizabeth Lovsted, PE 
Senior Civil Engineer  
Eastern Municipal Water District 
951-928-3777 ext 4307 
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Mr. Simon Eching 
Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers 
Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

Subject: Comments on the Modified Text of the Proposed Model Water 
Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

Dear Mr. Eching, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the modified text of the proposed 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. Eastern Municipal Water District 
(EMWD) supports the Department of Water Resources' efforts to update the 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance for the State of California. As a 
member of the Riverside County Water Task Force and contributors to Riverside 
County Ordinance No. 859, Water Efficient Landscape Requirements Ordinance, 
EMWD is a strong supporter of water use efficiency and the reduction of waste. 

After reviewing the updated proposed Model Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance, EMWD has the following comments and recommendations on the 
Ordinance: 

Page 4, Section 490.1 - EMWD would like to request clarification on the 
following deleted item under the Scope section (490.1): 

On or before January 1, 2010, a local agency shall adopt one of the following: 
(a) A water efficient landscape ordinance that is at least as effective in 

conserving water as this ordinance; or 
(b) This updated ordinance. 

Please include language that would allow the adoption of an ordinance that 
would result in equivalent or greater water efficiency when compared to the State 
Model Ordinance. 

Page 6, Section 491 (f) - Please replace "an accredited educational institution" 
with "an EPA WaterSense Approved Professional Certifying Organization." 

Page 6, Section 491 (g) - Please replace "an academic institution" with "an EPA 
WaterSense Approved Professional Certifying Organization." 

Page 6, Section 491 (p) - Please replace "the total water used for the landscape 
as described in Section 492.4" with "the sum of the Estimated Total Water Use 
calculations for all hydrozones within a landscape project shall not exceed the 
Maximum Applied Water Allowance as described in" 
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Page 6, Section 491 (q) - EMWD supports the ET Adjustment Factor of 0.7 and Irrigation 
Efficiency of 0.71. This will encourage efficient design in new landscaping. 

Page 7 Section 491(aa) and Page 8 Section 491 (11) - EMWD supports the ET Adjustment 
Factor for Special Landscape Areas of 1 .O. This will allow the use of turf in schools, parks and 
other areas that are appropriate for recreation activities. 

Page 9, Section 491 (ss) - Remove land from "the material land into the underlying soil" 

Page I I, Section 492 (a) - Change "entities" to "entity'sn 

Page 15, Section 492.4 (b)(2) - Please replace "All water features shall be included in the high 
water use hydrozone" with "All water features shall be in a separate hydrozone with a 
calculation of (ETo x .62 x 1 .O) (surface area sq ft)." 

Page 15, Section 492.4 (a) (2) - Please include or reference a particular Reference 
Evapotranspiration Zone Map and allow for the use of microzone information if available. 

Page I f ,  Section 492.4 (d) - Please replace "Estimated Total Water Use shall not exceed 
MAWA with, "The sum of the Estimated Total Water Use calculations for all hydrozones shall 
not exceed MAWA." 

Page 24 Section 492.6 (a) (I) (F) - Please add "If a local list of invasive species is not 
available, refer to the California lnvasive Plant Council lists at www.cal-ipc.orq." 

Page 24 Section 492.6 (a) (2) (C) - Please stipulate that the surface area shall be calculated 
with a plant factor of 1 .O. Otherwise, designers may assign it 0.7. 

Page 28 Section 492.7 (a) (I) (C) (ii) - Specify that the static pressure should be : "measured 
at the point of connectionn. 

Page 29 Section 492.7 (a) (I) (Q) - Specify that check valves or anti-drain valves are required 
for all irrigation systems on all low-draining heads or emission devices. 

Page 35, Section 492.9 (a) (8) and 492.9 (b) (3) - Clarify the exemptions for audits in (a) (8). 

Page 36, Section 492.10 (a) (3) - Add the requirement that controllers automatically default to 
historical ET, data when subscription is cancelled. 

Page 37 Section 492.12 (c) (2) and Page 40, Section 493.1 - EMWD supports the flexibility 
added in the audit portion of the ordinance. This will allow agencies, such as EMWD, that have 
or are implementing a budget based tiered rate, to identify customers with inefficient water use 
through analysis and assist them in reducing demands. 
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EMWD would like to acknowledge the significant effort the Department of Water Resources has 
put forth in updating the State of California Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. 

Thank you for considering our comments. Should you have any questions please contact me at 
951-928-3777, Ext. 4307 for clarification. 

Sincerely, 

~ l izab8h Lovsted 
Sr. Civil Engineer 




