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12/30/2008

Simon, 
  
Attached are the San Diego County Water Authority's comments to the State's recently updated Model Water-
Efficient Landscape Ordinance draft. 
Don't hesitate to call me at (858) 522-6756 if you have any questions about this submittal. 
  
Thanks & Happy New Year! 
  
Carlos Michelon 
SDCWA 
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Department of Water Resources
Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers
Attention: Simon Eching
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
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RE: SAN DIEGO COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY COMMENTS TO STATE'S UPDATED

DRAFf MODEL WATER-EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE
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Dear Mr. Eching:

The San Diego County Water Authority is pleased to provide comments to the State's
recently updated model water-efficient landscape ordinance. The Water Authority
supports the comments provided by the Conservation Action Committee.

We would like to thank DWR staff for attending the roundtable discussion held at the
Water Authority on December 19,2008. The discussion provided us with a greater
insight on DWR's approach to using the landscape ordinance to improve water use
efficiency in the landscape sector.

We commend DWR staff for its efforts to improve the draft ordinance by
incorporating many of the comments submitted in March 2008 by stakeholders
statewide. This version of the ordinance is a significant improvement over the first
draft, in that it provides increased flexibility to local agencies to craft a local
ordinance. There are still key areas that need additional clarification that are
addressed in the Conservation Action Committee letter. Key areas, which must be
addressed for us to develop a regional model landscape ordinance:
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OTHER
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1.

2.

The model ordinance must clearly define the applicability of the ordinance.

The model ordinance must state the methodology for determining whether an
ordinance is "at least as effective as" the model ordinance.

3. The ordinance must not create an unfunded mandate for local agencies.

The Water Authority intends to work with key stakeholders to proceed with
developing a model ordinance for the San Diego region that is "at least as effective as"
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t4e State model ordinance. We plan to develop an ordinance that helps residents (new
and existing) to achieve a maximum applied water allowance (MAWA) consistent
with the MAWA proposed by the State Model ordinance. We ask that the State's
ordinance clearly state: "A local ordinance that is designed to achieve the MAWA
proposed by the State Model ordinance will be considered at least as effective as the
State ordinance."

Currently there is minimal enforcement authority to mandate local agencies to adopt
and implement the landscape ordinance. In addition, there is no mandate on water
agencies to participate in the process. Therefore, under the current economic
constraints, local agencies and water agencies will actively participate in this process
only if it does not create a significant increase in workload or an unfunded mandate.
We believe that a regional model ordinance that is clear and achievable by our local
agencies will be most effective in achieving the goals of the State model ordinance.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to working with DWR
in the future on this effort. Ifyou have any questions regarding this letter, please
contact Carlos Michelon at (858) 522-6756 or Toby Roy at (858) 522-6743.

Sincerely,

b~~v~~
Wilham J. Rose
Water Conservation Program Executive

WJR/TR/tr
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