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12/30/2008

Good Afternoon Mr. Eching, 
Please find attached the City of Chino’s comments on the proposed Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. 
  
Michael T. Kellison, AICP, LEED AP 
Senior Planner 
Community Development Department 
City of Chino 
Phone: (909) 464-8310 
Fax: (909) 464-0777 
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December 30, 2008 

Department of Water Resources 
Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers 
Attn: Simon Eching 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 

Dear Mr. Eching: 

Subject: Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on DWR's proposed Model Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance. The City has prepared comments to those portions of the Model Ordinance 
that are of concern, as follows: 

Section 491, Definitions 
The definition for "certified landscape irrigation auditor" uses the term accredited education 
institution, while the definition for "certified irrigation designer" uses the term academic 
institution. If these terms are intended to describe the same type of institution, please revise so 
the terms are consistent. 

What does "certified mean in the definition of "certified irrigation auditor" and "certified irrigation 
designer"? City staff remains concerned with the time and expense that a certified landscape 
auditor andlor a certified irrigation designer represents to existing homeowners subject to the 
ordinance. 

The maximum applied water allowance (MAWA) for a landscape project is currently calculated 
using a formula that includes the landscape area as a key component. The definition of 
"landscape area" currently excludes "...gravel or stone walks, other pervious or non-pervious 
hardscapes, and other non-irrigated areas designated for non-development (e.g., open spaces 
and existing native vegetation)." The formula does not account for the fact that the areas being 
excluded from the calculation have the potential to be used for landscaping. Future conversion 
of these areas would increase the MAWA, and thus allow for additional water use. 

o If the intent of the Ordinance is to reduce water uselwaste, it would make sense to credit 
designs that preserve open spaces, incorporate existing native vegetation, and/or 
include gravel walks, stone walks, or other pervious hardscapes. Currently, the 
Ordinance does not take into account the water savings that would be realized by 
choosing pervious hardscapes or non-irrigated landscape areas over additional irrigated 
landscaping. This concept should be addressed in the Ordinance. 
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Section 492.4, Water Efficient Landscape Worksheet 
The ordinance limits the. quantity of high water using plants in recycled water irrigated 
landscapes through the MAWA and Estimated Total Water Use (ETWU) formulas. City staff is 
concerned that the ordinance unnecessarily limits the quantity of high water using plants in 
recycled water irrigated landscapes that are located in areas with an abundant supply of 
recycled water. City staff recommends the ordinance provide additional flexibility in the design 
of recycled water irrigated landscapes in circumstances where there is an abundant supply of 
recycled water. 

The ordinance requires pools and spas to be considered a high water-using plant when 
calculating the water budget for a landscape. Water budget calculations must also assume that 
the irrigation system efficiency is 0.71. However, pools and spas generally have an efficiency 
greater than 0.71, which must be considered in the water budget calculation. 

City staff recommends the MAWA exclude landscape areas containing stormwater Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that require significant water use. City staff is concerned that 
landscape design would be significantly constrained when BMPs with significant water use are 
implemented on site. 

Section 492.7.8, lrrigation Design Plan 
Individual homeowners should be exempt from this section because it would be difficult for most 
homeowners to operate and maintain weather-based irrigation controllers. Other methods of 
controlling irrigation during inclement weather (that are less technically onerous) should be 
required for individual homeowners in lieu of this requirement. 

Section 492.10, lrrigation Scheduling 
The 8:00 p.m. to 10:OO a.m. overhead irrigation schedule does not consider the potential impact 
to water distribution systems that experience peak demand periods within this specified time 
schedule: City staff recommends the ordinance be revised to provide local agencies with 
flexibility in establishing the overhead irrigation schedule within the 8:00 p.m. to 10:OO a.m. 
timeframe. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in the development of this Model Ordinance. If 
you have any questions or concerns regarding the content of this letter, please feel free to contact 
me at (909) 591-9890. 

City Planner 

cc: Community Development Department File 
Public Works Department File 
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