Comment from Joel Addink
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Independent Technical Panel Members:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment regarding the most recent Public Draft Report. Since I have a vested interest in the turf industry, I will do my best to keep the appeals factual rather than emotional.  
 
1)	Research has shown turf rebates to be the most costly method of water savings when measured by dollars saved per acre foot.  The section on cost-effectiveness in the California Urban Water Conservation’s Council’s study “Turf Removal & Replacement: Lessons Learned” states: “Compared with other conservation strategies, an average lawn conversion rebate program, as it is valued now, is one of the most costly conservation and supply augmentation approaches that a water agency can undertake.”    Based on this data, it is irresponsible for the Panel to recommend to the Legislature an expanded turf replacement program funded with a state tax rebate when other water-saving alternatives are much more cost-effective.
 
2)	Various places in the Public Draft Report specifically state or imply all turf types are high water use plants.  For instance, in Section 4, the Background paragraph states: “Contributing to the high water use is the prevalence of turf and other high-water-use plants.”  This is factually incorrect since Warm Season grasses (Hybrid Bermuda, Zoysia, Buffalograss, and St. Augustine) are classified as Moderate Water Use plants in WUCOLS.  
 
Research performed by a team from University of California also supports WUCOL’s classification of Warm Season grasses as a Moderate Water Use.  The UCR research and publication Managing Turfgrass During Drought showed Warm Season grasses can Survive on .20 ET, be Deficit irrigated at .40 ET and Optimally irrigated at .60 ET.  
(See Figure 1, Managing Turfgrass During Drought, found at:  http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8395.pdf)
 
This fact is visible in neighborhoods around Southern California where we now see more dormant Bermuda in lawns than prior winters.  These homeowners did not plant new Bermuda, so the conclusion is pre-existing Bermuda is thriving with lower water inputs and expanding into high-water-use Fescue turfgrass areas.  While saving the 25% urban water use mandated by the Governor and DWR, Bermuda grass and other Warm Season grass varieties are thriving.  
 
I understand this dulls the argument for turf reduction, but making factual misstatements or implying that all turf types are high water use reflects poorly on the motives and research of the Panel and DWR.  I urge the Panel to properly educate the public, schools, parks, water districts, and commercial entities regarding the difference between Warm and Cool Season grasses by defining the difference in the Ordinance and including education regarding this difference as a public goal.  Our companies have made this a major effort the last 10 months through every marketing channel we us.    
 
In conclusion, Warm Season grasses have for many years been prevalent in other Southern U.S. climates (Phoenix, Texas, and the Southeastern states).  This is truly a viable option for water-conscious Californians. 
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