[bookmark: _GoBack]Comment to the ITP

Well Julie, the ordinance is a nice idea that has gotten way out of control.  It is like the Coastal Commission on steroids.  It is nice that it insures job security for landscape architects but it will be just one more set of requirements that will not be enforced.  We can't even enforce water restrictors on showers or brinks in toilets let alone all that this program is trying to accomplish.  It is the best of intensions based on a perfect world that does not exist.  Welcome to more large government going wild and higher taxes to support it.  The average residence has manual irrigation systems or just uses hoses for watering their landscapes.  Drip irrigation systems sound nice until a person has to live with it.  Each emitter has to be checked frequently because of inadequate filters or brakes in the laterals.  Salt builds up in the small orifices and restricts the output.  I find that small higher output spray system are easier to maintain and do a better job than drip.  States, cities, towns and businesses all assume that there must be growth in order to survive and yet that growth inevitably results in a lowering of the quality of life.  The answer is fewer people making less demand on a fixed and extremely variable resource.  I realize that is not PC but that is what it is going to take to maintain and/or improve the quality of life.  The goal should not be so see how many people we can squeeze into any given area and still keep them alive.  There is a limit to how many fish that can be put in any given aquarium and how many rats can be put in any given cage before all kinds of physical and emotional problems start to get very serious.  Anything can be rationalized with statistics so why not establish an acceptable quality of life and then take a serious look at the realistic holding capacities of different areas and see how many people should be allowed in those areas before we become like the overcrowded fish and rats in aquariums and cages?  And what about the unintended consequences of storing as much as possible of the rain runoff?  How will out beaches replenish themselves?  How will the lagoons, estuaries, ponds and lakes survive let alone the native plants?  With the proposed ordinance will come the irrigation police, fines and people going to jail for trying to keep our residential areas livable.  Do we really want that?  I think not.  The ordinance needs to be much more practical in order to be enforceable.
Sincerely,
Roger DeWeese, FASLA
