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From: Paul Herzog, Surfrider Foundation

To: Independent Technical Panel

Regarding: Comments on Public Draft Report
The following comments are about the:

- Standards implementing the techniques watershed approach in the landscape

- Process of integrating water management for the watershed approach
Standards:
Page 5 of the Report attempts to describe the watershed approach:
“A break with the past would involve at least three key changes for new landscapes— 

• _Attractive water-wise plants would be used in place of most turf in ornamental lawns. 

• _Outdoor water use would be separately measured to allow for careful water management. 

• _Rainwater would be largely retained on site or nearby for landscape use or groundwater recharge.”
It is missing one bullet, then change the ordering, which would also help it align with MWELO:

· Rainwater would be largely retained on site or nearby for landscape use or groundwater recharge.
· Healthy, living soil helps build soil structure to hold onto water, filter pollutants, and sequester carbon.
· Attractive water-wise plants would be used in place of most turf in ornamental lawns.
· Supplemental irrigation, as necessary, through the most efficient technique.

Process:
Footnote 3 on Page 7 attempts to describe the watershed approach to water management:

“According to the California Urban Water Conservation Council’s Achieving A New Normal in California Landscapes, a watershed-based approach to urban landscapes promotes a balance between resource efficiency and protection, environmental stewardship and quality of life. It is a more collaborative and integrated way of managing water, soil, energy and air resources, as well as improving water quality, reducing runoff, protecting wildlife habitat, reducing waste and mitigating the effects of climate change.  

A “more collaborative and integrated way” of management is most effective with all landscape-related agencies working together. Landscape-related non-profits organizations and those in the private sector would be engaged.
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