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May 15, 2013
Manucher Alemi, Ph. D., P.E.

Chief, Water Use and Efficiency Branch

Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management

Department of Water Resources

901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: DRAFT EFFICIENT WATER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES EVALUATION
Dear Dr. Alemi:

On behalf of our 74,000 farm families and individual members the California Farm Bureau Federation has reviewed the draft Efficient Water Management Practices (EWMPs) Evaluation.

Farm Bureau’s purpose is to protect and improve the ability of farmers and ranchers engaged in production agriculture to provide safe reliable healthful food and farm products through responsible stewardship of our diverse natural resources. Efficient water use ranks at the top our priorities. 

Farm Bureau appreciates the Department of Water Resources work to implement SBx7 7 that was part of the 2009 Comprehensive Water Package. We have actively participated over the past few years as a member of the Agricultural Stakeholder Committee to assist the department in developing a methodology for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water use. 
The implementation of SBx7 7 across the state is in the early stages and thus premature to begin reevaluating EWMPs. Agricultural water suppliers are currently submitting agricultural water management plans to the department for review. A comprehensive review should occur prior to updating EWMPs. We believe it is critical to give the process the necessary time to gain truly meaningful information.
The provisions of SBx7 7 state that “the department may update the EWMPs,” not shall. For these reasons, Farm Bureau opposes the current effort or reevaluate the current EWMPs that took great effort and resources to establish.

Sincerely,
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Danny Merkley

Director of Water Resources

