g 'Inti'n in l MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT

 WATER & PO\r\f_ER

‘ '.Septernber 2-7‘,,. 2011--

... Department of Water Resources.. -
©\ . .901PStreet, Suite 313A.
R 'Sacramento CA 95814

‘ Attn Fethr Benjemaa

Ref: SB X 7— 7 Agncuitural Water Measurement Regulaﬂons ancf Implementatron

‘Dear Mr Benjemaa G ': R S

‘._‘The Merced trrlgatlon Drstnct (MFD or Drstrrct) apprecrates the extended opportunlty to comment on ,
..the proposed Agrlcultural Water Measurement Regulatlons [AWMR} MID apprecnates DWR staff’s tlme- :
' : and effort in deahng W|th ‘the mtncacy needed to meet the goals. of chapter SB X 7-7. ofthe Water '
' Q_Conservatlon Act of 2009 (the Act) while producmg rules that can be practrcaliy and fea5|bly
',lmplementabie Whlle progress has been made MiD staII has 5|gn|f|cant concerns relatrng to DWR’

3 amplementatron ot the Act ‘ ' L e T SR '

. - The Merced Irrlgatlon Dtstrrct has strrved to Iead the way on modermzmg |ts conveyance, operat:ons andf .
jsrbdllng systems -As ear[y as 1993 MID started delrvermg water’ and billing its. customers hased on
U volumetrlc measurement by the. acre—foot W!th that MID’ centrallzed JtS water orderlng system and
o -_-created confrrmatlon and- control numbers for each order to ensure documentatlon of the beglnnmg
and end of each |rr|gat|on ' A ‘ o ' i

- iThese new systems were coupled w1th a program to brrng farm turnouts up to MID’s acceptable _ ‘
jmeasurmg standards “The controlimg factor for the DlStrICt s water prices is the relatrve cost. to extract R
o ‘groundwater by prrvate deep wells IVIID must stay competltlve w:th thls passrve compet:tor 1o av0|d an _" E -
B .enwronmental crisis iy eastern Merced County by stralmng and compromlsrng aqurfers through ' o

oL

overdraftmg

] ' IVIID symbohzes conjunctrve use by ownmg and malntalnmg more than 170 groundwater supply wells,
‘ 'whtch are kept on standby to be used in years ofsurface water shortage Given. the ample runoff thls
i year, MID relred soleiy onits surface water supp!y to meet demand |n its serwce area: However in 2008
for’ example the Dlstrlct extracted approxrmately 100, 000 AF ofgroundwater to, supplement surface
. water shortages To compensate in drought years, in- heu recharge and intentional groundwater '
' : recharge has been a major goal for MID, and has ylelded hundreds ofthousands ofacre-feet |n '
- ;"groundwater recharge smce the ear!y 1990' ' : e
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o From a consumptlve use perspectlve there is. Iltt!e water to be gamed throughout IVIID S system by _
lmposmg unnecessary and costly turnout |mprovements Lower water appllcatlon will be reallzed asa -
"result of either lower crop yield or lower groundwater recha rge. To improve conveyance system-.

) _efficiency, regulatlng basins-and canal automatlon |mprovements have sprouted throughout MID'

diStrIbUtIOﬂ and. dellvery system in conjunctlon W|th a SCADA system that became functlonal in 1997.

- Further, MID has offered and continues to offer varlous programs to promote on fa rm system |rr|gat|on_' : T
';_‘jand energy ef‘flc:ency and reduce dependency on groundwater ' '

"Asa result of all these eﬁorts MID was able to meet a!l of the EfflClent Water Management Practrces

‘ - descnbed m the AB3616 water management plan cnterla Havmg descrlbed the MID actlvltres itis -
lmportant 10 pomt out that MID and areas wathln ltS Sphere of influence are iocated miand wrth a

e ':J favorable groundwater proﬁle - ;

\_-‘ g

o ) 'leen the MID 5 proactrve measures and practlces we were pleased to flnd ourseives ahead ofthe curve

} ;'\'when SB X 7- 7 was passed The lmgerlng concern for MiD is that it wrll be penahzed for its- proactlve ‘
_ - “'stance, on ‘water supply and dlstnbutlon and water quallty The Dlstrict has opted to malntaln the vast
AN majorlty ofits conveyance system to the farmer 'S turnouts rather than creattng rmprovement chstrrcts .

4 o MID owns and malntams close. to 4000 turnouts Whlle many turnouts are expected to meet the
L -estabhshed requlrements some may. notUpgradmg these turnouts wnl be very costEy to overha uI and
Lo W||| prowde very Ilttle |f any benefrts The average cost per turnout is: estlmated to: be m excess of

S Many of these gates that were not targeted for conversmn by MID early on serv1ced small acreage farms s

r_::'or had- mterm |ttent usage. For a Dlstrlct wrth an average parce[ srze of 17 acres justlfylng the monetary
" burden for convertlng turn- outs ser\ncmg 2y 3 and even 10- acre parcels is not feasible or economlcally

. - acceptable The monetary impact ‘on the Drstrlct could easr!y surpass many mdhons of dollars Nelther e

' i*"IVI[D nor the smalf parcei owners many Who work dayjobs to support therr smaI! acreage parcel
' farmmg, can afford to pay such a baH wh:ch would need to be pald lmmed;ately m order to meet the f "

"'-7:--The resu!t of forced :mntementatron throurrh’ mnecessary turnout -pgr deswould nkefy mmude the R

‘|mpiementatlon deadlmes R e Sl e

r.,n

' abandonment of |rngatron, or necessanly turnmg to groundwater for |rr|gat|0n needs The iaw as stated

was not mtended to |mpose such impacts

.

ln conc|u5|on MID has been on the forefront of rmplementmg efflcrent water management practices

B '_-‘ respectfclly req uests DWR staff to con5|der the foIIowmg |mplementatlon mterpretatrons

The rmplementatron rules as stated are not feasible grven the tlght tlmehnes and their mflex:blhty MID

IEP VR Treat stib- Iaterals 5|mrlar lI‘I 5|ze and operatlon to |mprovement dlstncts and commumty servlce .

o . dltches/plpellnes where the onws are certlflable at the headgate The District can, hke!y justify
measurement rmprovements at the head of sublaterals, but we. clear[y cannot;ustlfy the hrgh
. costs for lmprovements at everyone of these turnouts especnally |n the case of “dead- end:
o systems (those faterals that do not spril toa dram) If |mprovements are requrred at every

"-t'ur_nout, the fesult. cou]d,concelvablybethat,the Distr_lct and.other slmllar agencies w1[l be T




srtuated Ilke an |mprovement dlstrict and practlce a rotatlon style dellvery hke an lmprovement
‘ -.dlstnct then it should be treated like an |mprovement district.. _ R
2. Exempt turnouts servicing: Garden head acreage, usual[y less than 5 acres gross Turnouts that ‘.
‘ S ‘serve these. parcels are usually ratchet type gates that are owned by mdlvrd uals whose concern
e s not agr:cuitural orfarmlng, but rather landscapmg or growmg selfconsumed crops These
-+ . parcels tend to be’ located on small Iaterals which are’ hardly accessrbie Should servace be '
R rdlscontmued due to lack of funds needed to. upgrade the turnouts, the Dlstr:ct has no means of
o ' contmually patrollmg for rllegal acqursrt:on of water where accountlng for water is totally lost '
o 30 lExempt or allow more Ienlent measures for| measurmg ‘small acres. (usually Iess than 10 acres ' - f n
B gross) which irtigate mfrequently The Dlstrrct will be hard-pressed tOjUStify necessary Sl . ,
ol lmprovements on systems that have mfrequently rmgated and may stay dry for years to come '; ‘ o .
“The Distrlct mtends to contmue |ts efforts to conserve water and WJ" work to coordmate its efforts wrth
- .-the AWIVI Rs However the law is clear that the Actis not tntended to reduce the overaII water supply
BT :x--ffor agrlcultural Iands or negatrvely |mpact water rlghts Your. encouragmg dec:sron to create a practlcal
s "')‘on-the ground solutlon is appreciated and crltrcally neéded-to demonstrate to MID its constrtuents and
N T other srmllar agenc:es that being' proactwe and ahead ofthe curve wrth regard to water management _
-and conservatlon erI be rewarded rather than penalrzed B '1_\;;-:';"' KRS
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