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31852 Bhad Court
Simi Valley, CA 953063
Auguat 3, 2011

Fethi Benjemaa

Doparctnent of Water Resourass
901 P Btxreat, Buite 313A
Secramento, CA 985614

Re: Proposed Reguletion ¢to Add Chapter 5.1, Bections 597,
‘597,31, B87.2, 587.3, and B97.4 to Title 23, Diviaion 2
of the California Code of Regulaticns (Cextificate of
Compliance Rulemaking Related to Emergency Rulemakng
File #2011-0624-01R), ,

Daar Fethi Benjemaa:

Thie letier is a follow-up to my nnquet i, 3011 letter
on the aforementioned subjagt.

§2 - Page 1, pince it iz stated in 88 7, Chapter 4,
gection 10608.4(3) that “It is the intent of the
lLegislatura, by the enactment of this pazt to...
Suppoxrt the aconemic productivity of Californie’s
agricultural, commercial, and industzial
gectors’, and it is seated in Section 10608.8(c)
that “This pazt does not require a raductlon in
theo total water used in the agricultural ox urban
seators, booauss other factors, ineluding, butv
not limited to, changes in agrioultural sconomice
or population growth may have greater effects on
water use, This part does not limit the econemic
preductivity of Cmlifoznia’e agriocultural,
cemmezaial, or industrial seotozs’, the
alimination of “Agricultuzal” water zate
ecoounts, or these ocustomers transitioned ints
the urban water suppliers “Commerecial” water zate
catagory I don’t believe is semething that the
Legislation’s consezvation measures call for in
light of thase California Code Seaticns, Nor is
the situation ralated to what is stated in the
Carmrosa Waeter, end Cselleguss Mundolpal Water

Distxicts’ 2010 Urban Water Menagement Plans.
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Appsoximately 21% of Camrora Water District’s
potable water serves “agricultural and other
irrigation needs’ (Fage 2-2). It is stated on
Page 3-3 that “As can be seen fzom Table 4, the
numbar of agricultural socounts decreased
significantly betwesen 2005 end 2010, This is due
primezily to the reassessement of agrioultural
pazrcels within the Camzosa Water Distriee in
2008. When Mstropolitan Weter Distriot snded the
Interim Agriecultural Water Management Program,
whioch had offered disoounted water rates +to
agricultural cubtomers, Cemzoga followed suit and
eotablished one cost Bcale for potable water.
Even though classification as agriculturel
producars no longer sffected customers’ water
sates, Camrosa thought it pertinant at the time
to aszes2s how many of its acoounts wera primarily
oxr exclusively ageiculture opazations.
Appzorimately 180 customexs that hed praviouasly
been ldentified as agricultural users wera Ffound
te net meet the minimum acreage/ocrop requiramsnts
and were reclassified ss vesidences., The
reclaesification 8luo affected the volume of
wator considersad egrloulétusal irzzigation, as
ghown in the decrease between 2007 and 2008 in -
Table 3 below, though the exeeedingly low
agriouliural demend in 3010(506 AF) was the

of abnormally cool and wat weathaz all yeas!
(Page 3-3). Not suze if thesse nsw “residencss’
have been added to the population growth figures.

Approximately 10 poroent(l0%) of the water
digtributed by the Calleguas Municipal Water
District's purvaycrs is expsct for agricultural
vwees (Page 3-2). Wot suze Iif thie amount ie
pubdivided between Calleguas Municipal Water
Digtriot purveyozs, or only amoenyg some of tham,

It was difficult tracking infozmation on urban
water supplisre Websitea’ poated Urban Water
Management Plan Updetes. I& is extzemely
diffioult to czoss~refezense weban watexr
guppliezs who have Wabgites but do not peat the
draft and finel Uszhaen Water Management Plan
Updatee, Huample: While the Solden State Water
Compeny’'s Bimi Valley Notice of Publie Hearing
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was posted sbout & month befora the Auguast 16,
2011 publis hearing, the Plan can be zeviewad by
the public during normal bhusiness hours, and only
by appointment, The public has one week to
zeview the Plan. I don't know if this is the
“Deaft” Plan, or the “Final” Plan.

The DWR must enswze that the public has no leas
than two wemka To review agrioultural water
suppliers’ 2012 Af:inulturu& ¥Water Management
Plans, I€ agriocultural water suppllers have
fleheitas, than, the draft and final AWNP2, and

the publi¢ hearing notioss must be posted for
public review. '

fsction B597.2, Definitiocnsa

#2 -~ Page 3, edd a definition for “Agricultural Water
Usez” and delete “"Customar’., While it is estated
in 8B 7, Chapter ¢, Section 10608.12(a) that
“agrisultural water supplier”...distzibutes o
ealle water for ultimate resale to sustomers’,
and ¢ ip stated on Beotion 10808,48(b) (1) that
Hemguge the volume of watez delivered to
cugtomazs”, as wall ap it is stated on Hevtion
10608.48 (o) (10) that “Fasilitate or promote
gustomer pump testing and evaluatien”, in ordexr
for conpistency with 8B 7, the proper definition
aust ba “Agrioultural water user’ since 8B 7
on Geotion 10608,12(d) states “"Commezeial water
user’, on Bection 10608.12(h) statea “"Industrial
wetezr usez’”, and on Sectiocn 10608.12(d) states
“fngelitutional water user”, &g well as statea on
Sestion 10608.,48 “Provide for the aveilability of
wetey measurement ssrvices to water users’ .

Sincerely,

Men., Tevesa Josdan
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TERESA JORDAN
3152 SHAD COURT
SIMI VALLEY, CA 93063
TELEPHONE NO, (808)522=5016
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3152 Shad Court
8ini Valley, CA 93063
August 1, 2011

Fethli Ben)emza
Departmant of Water Rasourocas

901 ¥ Strest, 8ulte 313A
Baoramento, CA 95814

‘Re: -Proposed Regulation{Cortificats of Compliancs

Rulemaking Related to Emezgency Rulemaking Fils
$#2011-0624-01E) to Add Chapter 5.1, Sectiona §97,
£97.1, 897.2, $97.3, and 597.4 to Title 23, Division
2 of the California Cede of Regulations.

Deazr Fethi Benjemam!

Tha following are my comments on the propesed ragular
regqulations.

Watar Msagurenent

#1 - Page 1, while this section does not address a
volumetric water pricing structurs, Section
1,0608.48 (b) parsgraph (2) does.

After teading for the third time through the
proposed regulatione; reading the cost analysis;
mulling in my head the slimination of the
“Ageioultuzal’ water uge customer sategory and
rosoinding of the meter sezrvice chazges by the
Vantura County Watsrworks Distriet No. 8(City of
8imi Valley) on July 25, 2011; and ressazching
agricuitural water measuring devices, I am
appalled with the heavy burden imposed upon tha
agricultural community by the State Legislaturas.

Water conservation is one thing, but gouging thae
emall agzicultural businesses le anothexr. Whils
the Legislaturs provided eptions to help with
complisncs, the zresult is purported efficlency
end conservetion at an astronomical coat.

ar
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On Page € of the NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
(Not®: 'the pages wars not nunbsred), it is stated
undar ASSESBMENT OF EBFFECT ON JOBS/BUSINESSES:
NOWE that “The proposed regulation for
agrioultural water messurement will not:

* Bliminate jobs within Califernia;

¢ Eliminate existing businseses within

Califoznia;
* Affect the expansgion of buginesess currently
doing businese within Califoxrnia”,

While tha regulations might not eliminate jobs
and businasses, and offest existing business
expanoion, the truth of the matter is that by
complying with Beotion 10608.48 (b) the proposed
regulations will add to the volumetric water
pricing stxuoture, Decisions like the Callaguas
Municipal Water Distriot to no longax offer
Agricultural Water Ratas, and the Ventuza County
Waterwozrks District No. B(City of Simi Valley)
eliminating the “Agrisultural” rate category

end transitioning the formez "“Agriculéural’
customers into the “"Commercial” rate catagory,
sposk volumes of inpeote net foreseon by the DWR,

Bven though the Venturs County Waterworke
Distzict No. 8(City of 8imi Vallay) Boarzd of
Dizeoctozs on July 28, 2011 voted to rescind tha
fornaey “Agrioultural’” acoounts (45) meter service
ghazges from January 1, 2010 %o Decembez 31, 2014
(Commercial rate approved on Decembex 7, 2009),
tha former “RAgricultural’” water rate ocustomers
woze bameanad at tha dias just bscause thay were
getting something free. Tho Hngineer’s Report
fall short, and District staff could have avoidad
bigger meter sise use by some of the customers.

The DWR must take into aonsidexation how many
“Agrisultural” water use customers go tha way of
the former Venturza County Weterworks Distriet

No. B{City of 8imi Valley) formez “Agziculturael”
accounte, not juat rely on the expectation that:
1. “the agrioultuzsl water memsuzement regulation
will help ereate new businesses &nd expand
axisting ones in the domain of manufacturing of
measurement devices and devigce testing and
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salibration'’ (Page €, NOTICE OF PROPOSKD
RULEMAKING, Pages not numbezred); 2. “an
idantified number of jobs will be oreated in
manufacturing, installaticn, and maintenance of
agrigultural water mempurement devices’ (Page 7,
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING, Pages not
numbered) ; and 3., “yolumetric prioing of water
deliveries” will “achieve an equiteble billing
for the agwieultural water users” (Page 8, NOTICE
OF PROPOSED RULEMAKRING, Pages not numbered) .

If the elimination of “Agricultural'’ water rates
that have teken place in Ventura County ocesurs
throughout Califoznia, then “the proposed
regulatiens will” “have a significant, statewlds
adverse economic lmpact dizeotly affesting
buginess, ineluding the ability of Califoznias
businesses to compete with businesses in other
states” (Page 8, NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING,
Fages not numbered) .

Section 597.1. liqgabili¢

#l - Page 2, if I am unable to got & response from the
Ventuza County Waterwozks District Ne, 6(City of
Bimi Valley) ataff on whather or not any of the
complying entity categories listed apply to it,
then T will comment on this seation anothor day.

Section 5987.2. Definitione

#1 - Paga 3, add definitions for “Acouracy
Certification”, “Agricultural Water Management
pien’”, “Agriculturzal Water Nanagemant Plan
Cysle”, “Agricultuzal Watez Measurement',
Zgfficlent Water Managemend Practices”, “In-House
Built Device”, and “On-8ite Built Device”,

gtian 597 4 aaauraoz Certifiomtion, Rewords Retention,
Javice Performance, and Reporting

#1 - Page 8, under Baction (@), it is stated “Recoxds
dooumanting ocompliance with the requirements in’
Bection “597.3 and” Section “5§7.4 shall be
maintained by the agricultuzal water suppliaz for
ten years or two Agricultuzal Water Management
Plan oyelea”. It is etated on Page 2 under

.89
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numbesr “3" that “"The Department shall rsport on
the availability of new commezcially availaeble
water measurement technologies and Llmpadimantas
to inplementation of ¢this Artisle when raporting
to the Legislature the status of adopted
Agricultural Water Managament® Plana in plan
submittal years 2012, 2013 and avary five ysars
thereafter as raquired by California Water Code”
Seoction “10845, The Department shall slso report
the findings to thas California Water Commiseion”,
Thie statement indicates that the £izet two

- Agrieuleural Water Management Plan cyoles would
be 2012 and 2015, not 2015 and 2020. This will
result in a shorter time span. I don’'t agree.

8inceraly,

July 2B, 2011, Letter to City Council/VCWWD No, 8
Board of Directors c/o Mr. Mike Sedell; Agenda Item
2c. (2 Pages)

fnclosuzes:

July 27, 2011, Letter to City Council/VCWWD No. 8
Bourd of Directors o/o Tracy Noonanm, City Attorney,
July 2B, 2011 Meeting, (2 Pagas)

July 27, 2011, Letter from Mr. Mike Sedall, City
Menagez; July 25 Letter to the City Coungil/VCWWD
#8 Board of Direstorxs.

.10
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3152 Shrd Court
8imi Valley, CA 93063
July 2%, 2011

City Couneil

VCWWD Neo. § Boarxd of Directors
o/o Mz. Mike Bedell

citcy Hall

2829 Tapo Canyon Road

Bimi Valley, CA 930&3

Re! Agenda Itam 2C--Public Heazing to Adopt a Resolution
Rosoinding the MNeter Service Charge for Formez
Agzicultural Acceunts.

Deaz Members of the Council/Beard:

I suppozrt the aforamentioned subject, and leava it up to
the formey Agricultural customers to decide how they want
to be reimbursed for thie lack of foresight by City staff
and yourselves.

Members of the Council/Board, the ataff report for
tonight’s meating states on Pages 1, 2, and 3 that the
nunber of existing fosrmer Agricultural customers lavied
this metey service charge is “44”. The ataff zepozrt for
your December 7, 2009 public hearing meeting (Agenda Item 4C
to esteblish werter rates for Calendar Year 2010) stated on
Page 3 that the elimination of the Agricultural Water Rataes
would impact “43" District customers “whose rates wauld
tranaltion to Commercial omtegory”. Why the discxepancy in
the July 28, 2011 staff report? 1Is one of the formax
Agricultural Water Rates customexs no longux a Distzict
customez? If this is the case what will he dons with this
customer’s reimbursenent since the ameunt &o be reimbursed
ig 845,000 It 49 atated on Page 2 of the July 25, 2011
staff report that “It is estinated thet the fiscal impact
of this recommendation is a raeduction in snanual revenus in
the amount of $45,0007, O, will the 45 custemer’s
reimbursemant be subdivided among the exiselng “44"?

Mambeore of the Counell/Beazd, the numbar of eximting
former Agrioultuzal Weter Rate cuatomeze muat be included -
in tha Board of Direotor’s vesolution’s fourth xeeital.
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The reseclution’s fourth recital reads “WHEREAS, tha
District Board of Directors is authorized to zescind the
earvige charge for formeyr agricultural agoounts retroactive
to January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2014”, The
reeoclution’s fourth revitzl must read "WHEREAS, the
Digtrict Board of Directors is authorised to rescind the
sarvioca ochazrge for the 43 exigting former agriculturzal
agodunts retreactiva to January 1, 2010 through December
31, 20147,

Membsxs of the Counsil/Board, thea rewslution must bes
sccompanised by an Ixhibit that maps the location of the 45
formes Agriculturzl ocustomers, or lists the namea of the
cuatomers with corzesponding assssesment paroel numbers, o
a combination of the two Exhibit optiona in the fashion
that Distriot staff provided for your Agenda Item 7B (West
Bimi Valley Watsr Reaycling Project’'s 28 potential
ouptomaza) ,

Nembezs of the Counoil/Board, what epecific local, or
Btate lew suthorisas you to remeind the ssrvice sharge?

Mambezs of the Counoll/Boazd, it was prematuye for you
to have eliminated the "“Agricultuzal’ watez rate categozy
in light of the Depertment of Water Resourcas’ Agxlcultural
Watar Management Planning procaess, and agziocultural watar
use efflcianey maatinge.

" Membors of the Council/Beard, I would xeally eppreciate
it vesy mush if Distziot staff would respond to my lsttesr.

Singarely,
P!

g

Toresa Jordan
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3152 Bhad Couszt
Bimi Valley, Ca 53063
July 27, 2011

8imi Valley City Couneil

VCWWD Ne. 8 Boazd of Dizectors
¢/o Tracy Noonan, City Attoernay
B8imi Vallay City Hall

2829 Tepo Cunyon Road

- Bimi Valley, CA B306X

Re: The July 25, 2011 Mesting.
Doay Council Meombezs, end Board Dizaotors:

During the Agenda Review (Aganda Item 1) section of the
July 38, 2011 meetiny Agenda, City Manageyr Mike Sedsll
otated something to the sffect that “staff has nothing this
svening”, Plesse note that om July 20, 2011 I faxed a
lettez addressing Aganda Item 2C (Public Hearinyg to Adopt a
Resalution Resginding the Meter Bervies Chazge for Former -
Agricultural Aogounts).

Nemberas of the Council/Boerd Diractess, I am perplaxed
with this estate of affairs in light of the faast that the
€an aumber ((805)528~2469) echrough which I gubmittad my
public commente for the public hesaring, and which ie listed
on ny facsiwmile miRchine’'s TRANSACTION REPORT is correct,
and ig Btill active as of teday,

Members of the Counoil/Boazd Directors, the lsgel public
hearing notices positsd in the local newspapara do not
reguire your conatitusnts, or interested pazrties, to attend
mestings in ozdez to get theix supporting, objiscting, and
general COWMMORLS 20ro88 €o you on the subjest matter.

Members of the Councoil/Boazd Directors, I don'’t want to
venture & guess ae to what beowne of my faxed comments
submittel, but this eituetion must be correated. A .
notation with an astexrisk(“v") to the effect that “A letter
from Texssza Jordan was pubmitted fox Agenda Item 2C"Y on the
Suly 20, 2011 draft and approved Minutes is onha way to
correst this ovexsight, If not, please have City staff
zeppond in kind about changes to youxr written publia
eomments policy(Bupplementals) when the Agenda Review
section of your Agenda comas up for oconsideration.
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8incerely,

—
G, e

Enclosuras:
July 25, 2011, Terasa Jordan Faesimile Cover Shest.

July 25, 2011, Latter to the City Council, and VCWWD
No. § Board of Directors, o/¢ Nr. Mike Badell;
Agends Item 2C. (2 Pages)

July 28, 2011 Teresa Joxdan Facaimlile TRANSNITION
REPORT,
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Home of The Ronald Reagan Prasidential Library
July 27, 2011

Teresa Jordan
3152 Shad Court
Simi Valley, CA 93063

Déar Ms. Jordan:

Thank you for your letter to the City Council/WWD #8 Board of Directors which was faxed 1o
the City Manager's office on July 23 for that evening's consideration by -the City
Council/Board. As you know, the City Council/Board did concur with your recommaendation:
to approve the item. Unformunately, due to & staff oversight, for which I take full responsibiliry
and apologize for, your (attar was not seen on the fax machine until after the item had been
considered. | have asked that the City Clerk’s Office place your letter, along with thie
response, In the official records of the July 25 meeting, in order that your concerns will be
officially recorded. - Additionally, I am asking that the Public Works Department respond
directly o you (with;a copy to me and the Clty Council) regarding your specific quastions.

Aguin, thank you for your comments and concerns on this {ssue and please accept my apology
that our ususl level of customer service to our residents was not achieved in this instance. I
know that the Clty Council does value your input on our agenda ltems on & regular basis and,
while not always agreeing with your positions, does always consider your input and seeks
answers to your questions.

Sincefely. .
/Z\d'r M

Mike Sedell .

City Manager

'cc: City Council .

City Auorney
Director of Public Works

8ob Hubar, Mayor Staven T.Se)ke, Mayor Pro Tom Berhra Willlamson, Councll Mambsr  Glen 7. 8ecerm, Councll Mamber Mike Judge, Countil Member

2929 Tapo Canyon Rood Simi Valley, CA 93083-2197 G08.502.67200 www.slmbvolloy.orp



